

Fireworks burst over Tahrir Square as protesters gather in Cairo, Egypt, late Tuesday evening, Dec. 4, 2012. A protest by tens of 
thousands of Egyptians outside the presidential palace in Cairo turned violent on Tuesday as tensions grew over Islamist President 
Mohammed Morsi’s seizure of nearly unrestricted powers and a draft constitution hurriedly adopted by his allies. 

(AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo) 
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NGA Chairman, Delaware 
Gov. Jack Markell talks 
outside the White House, 
Tuesday, Dec. 4, 2012, 
following a meeting regarding 
the fiscal cliff. 

(AP Photo/P. Monsivais) 

JIM KUHNHENN 
ANDREW TAYLOR 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Blus¬ 
ter and hot rhetoric aside, 
the White House and House 
Republicans have identi¬ 
fied areas of significant 
overlap that could form the 
basis for a final agreement 
after “fiscal cliff” posturing 
gives way to hard bargain¬ 
ing. 

Both sides now concede 
that tax revenue and re¬ 
ductions in entitlement 
spending are essential el¬ 
ements of any deal. If the 
talks succeed, it probably 
will be because House 
Speaker John Boehner 
yields on raising tax rates for 
top earners and the White 
House bends on how to 
reduce spending on Medi¬ 
care and accepts some 
changes in Social Security. 
The White House and Boeh¬ 
ner kept up the ridicule of 
each other's negotiating 
stances on Tuesday. But be¬ 
neath the tough words and 
smoke and mirrors were the 
possible makings of a deal 
that could borrow heav¬ 
ily from a near-bargain last 
year during debt-limit ne¬ 
gotiations. 


Continued on Page 3 


CAIRO (AP) — More than 
100,000 Egyptians protest¬ 
ed outside the presidential 
palace in Cairo on Tues¬ 
day, fueling tensions over 
Islamist leader Mohammed 
Morsi’s seizure of nearly un¬ 
restricted powers and the 
adoption by his allies of a 
controversial draft constitu¬ 
tion. 

The outpouring of anger 
across the Egyptian capi¬ 
tal, the Mediterranean port 
of Alexandria and a string 
of other cities pointed to 
a prolonged standoff be¬ 
tween the president and a 
newly united opposition. 
Morsi’s opponents, long 
fractured by bickering and 
competing egos, have 
been re-energized since 
he announced decrees 


last month that place 
him above oversight of 
any kind, including by the 
courts, and provide im¬ 
munity to two key bodies 
dominated by his allies: 
The 100-member panel 
drafting the constitution 
and parliament’s upper 
chamber. 

The decrees have led to 
charges that Morsi’s pow¬ 
ers turned him into a “new 
pharaoh.” 

The large turnout in Tues¬ 
day’s protests — dubbed 
“The Last Warning” by or¬ 
ganizers — signaled sus¬ 
tained momentum for the 
opposition, which brought 
out at least 200,000 protest¬ 
ers to Cairo's Tahrir Square 
a week ago and a com¬ 
parable number on Friday 


to demand that Morsi re¬ 
scind the decrees. 

The huge scale of the pro¬ 
tests have dealt a blow to 
the legitimacy of the new 
constitution, which Morsi’s 
opponents contend allows 
religious authorities too 
much influence over legis¬ 
lation, threatens to restrict 
freedom of expression and 
opens the door to Islamist 
control over day-to-day 
life. 

What the revived opposi¬ 
tion has yet to make clear 
is what it will do next: cam¬ 
paign for a “no” vote on 
the draft constitution in a 
nationwide referendum set 
for Dec. 15, or call on Egyp¬ 
tians to boycott the vote. 
Already, the country's 
powerful judges have said 


they will not take on their 
customary role of oversee¬ 
ing the vote, thus robbing 
it of much of its legitimacy. 
Morsi was in the presiden¬ 
tial palace conducting 
business as usual as the pro¬ 
testers gathered outside. 
He left for home through a 
back door as the crowds 
continued to swell, accord¬ 
ing to a presidential official 
who spoke on condifion of 
anonymity because he was 
not authorized to speak to 
the media. 

The official said Morsi left 
on the advice of secu¬ 
rity officials to head off 
“possible dangers” and 
to calm the protesters. 


Continued on Page 2 
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around the world Protests turn violent in Cairo 


McAfee to seek asylum in Guatemala 

GUATEMALA CITY (AP) — Surfacing in public for fhe first 
time in weeks, software company founder John McAfee 
says he plans to ask for asylum in Guatemala, saying he 
fears persecution in Belize. McAfee is now at a hotel in 
Guatemala City after sneaking out of neighboring Belize, 
where police have called him a person of interest in the 
November slaying of a fellow American ex-pat. He tells 
The Associated Press that he will petition the Guatema¬ 
lan government to allow him to stay. McAfee has said he 
fears he will be killed if he turns himself in for questioning 
in Belize. McAfee has spent weeks narrating his life on the 
lam through emails, blog posts and calls to reporters. □ 


Continued from front 

Morsi’s spokesman, how¬ 
ever, said the president left 
the palace at the end of his 
normal work day, through 
the door he routinely uses. 
The protest was peaceful 
except for a brief outburst 
when police used tear gas 
to prevent demonstrators 
from removing a barricade 
topped with barbed wire 
and converging on the 


protests. “Down with the 
regime" and “No to Morsi," 
they wrote on the walls. 

“He isn’t the president of all 
Egyptians, only of the Mus¬ 
lim Brotherhood,” said pro¬ 
tester Mariam Metwally, a 
postgraduate student of in¬ 
ternational law. “We don't 
feel like he is our president." 
A giant poster embla¬ 
zoned with an image of 
Morsi wearing a Phara¬ 


up from the crowd, the 
same chants used against 
Mubarak. This time, though, 
they were directed at 
his successor, Egypt's first 
democratically elected 
president. 

“The same way we brought 
down Mubarak in 18 days, 
we can bring down Morsi in 
less,” Ziad Oleimi, a promi¬ 
nent rights activist, told the 
crowds using a loudspeak¬ 


Vandals empty vats of Brunello wine 

ROME (AP) —Suspected vandals have dumped almost the 
entire 2007-2012 production of one of Italy's most sought- 
after wines — the limited edition Soldera Brunello di Mon- 
talcino. Giuseppe Soldera, owner of the Tuscan vineyard, 
said Tuesday that the vandals broke into his Case Basse 
cantina between Sunday night and Monday morning, 
opened the spigots on the vats and fled. They didn’t take 
a single bottle. A bottle of Soldera's 2006 Brunello reserve 
starts at euros 180 ($235) on the market. That’s a markup 
from the €110 ($130) he sells them for. Soldera said only “a 
little bit” remained of the production, and he wasn’t sure 
what he would do with it. Police had no suspects.Q 

Saudis sell majority stake in NY Plaza 

RIYADH, Saudi Arabia (AP) — The investment firm headed 
by Saudi billionaire Prince Alwaleed bin Talal says it has 
sold a majority stake in The Plaza Hotel in New York to a 
major Indian real estate conglomerate in a $575 million 
deal. Kingdom Holding Co. says it will retain 25 percent 
equity ownership in the landmark hotel, now controlled 
by a group led by Sahara India Pariwar. A statement Tues¬ 
day said Kingdom Holding made $32.9 million profit on the 
deal. The 115-year-old Plaza has 282 hotel rooms as well as 
condominium units and retail space. Kingdom Holding is 
a major shareholder in Citigroup and holds stakes in other 
companies, including News Corp., Apple Inc. and Twitter. 
□ 

Fire in Chinese clothing factory kills 14 

BEIJING (AP) — A fire in a clothing factory apparently 
caused by arson killed 14 people in southern China on 
Tuesday, officials and state media said. The 14 were killed 
and one other person was seriously injured in the fire, 
which broke out at 3:30 p.m. in Shantou city in Guang¬ 
dong province and was put out in half an hour, the pro¬ 
vincial emergency department said on its microblog. The 
Nanfang Daily said 84 firefighters battled the blaze. The 
Southern Metropolis Daily said in an online report that the 
victims were all women aged 18-20. It said the cause of 
the fire was arson, according to an initial police and fire 
investigation. Workers who survived the fire said exit doors 
were locked. □ 


Clinton urges pressure on North Korea 


BRUSSELS (AP) — Secretary 
of State Hillary Rodham 
Clinton is expressing deep 
concern about North Ko¬ 
rean plans to carry out a 
long-range rocket launch 
this month. Clinton told for¬ 
eign ministers from NATO 
and Russia to publicly de¬ 
mand that North Korea 


stand down. The tests are 
banned by the U.N. Secu¬ 
rity Council. And Washing¬ 
ton sees the launches as 
veiled tests of missiles de¬ 
signed to strike the United 
States. North Korea has 
told nations it will launch 
the rocket sometime this 
month. □ 



Egyptian protesters chant anti Muslim Brotherhood slogans during a demonstration in front of the 
presidential palace in Cairo, Egypt, Tuesday, Dec. 4, 2012. 

(AP Photo/Nasser Nasser) 


palace. 

Soon after, with the presi¬ 
dent gone, the police 
abandoned their lines 
and the protesters surged 
ahead to reach the pal¬ 
ace walls. But there were 
no attempts to storm the 
palace, guarded inside 
by the army’s Republican 
Guard. Protesters also com¬ 
mandeered two police 
vans, climbing atop the ar¬ 
mored vehicles to jubilantly 
wave Egypt’s red, white 
and black flag and chant 
against Morsi. 

The protesters later mingled 
freely with the black-clad 
riot police, as more and 
more people flocked to the 
area to join the demonstra¬ 
tion. 

The protesters covered 
most of the palace walls 
with anti-Morsi graffiti and 
waved giant banners car¬ 
rying images of revolu¬ 
tionaries killed in earlier 


onic crown was hoisted 
between two street light 
posts outside the presiden¬ 
tial palace. “Down with the 
president. No to the consti¬ 
tution,” it declared. 

“The scene at Itihadiya pal¬ 
ace is a stab at the presi¬ 
dent's legitimacy and his 
constitutional declaration," 
opposition leader Ham- 
deen Sabahi told a private 
TV network. 

“The scene sends a mes¬ 
sage to the president that 
he is running out of time.” 
The massive gathering was 
reminiscent of the one out¬ 
side the palace on Feb. 
11, 2011 — the day au¬ 
thoritarian president Hosni 
Mubarak stepped down in 
the face of an 18-day upris¬ 
ing that ended his 29-year 
regime. 

Shouts of “Erhal! Erhal!” — 
Arabic for “Leave! Leave!” 
— and “The people want 
to topple the regime!” rose 


er. 

In Alexandria, some 10,000 
opponents of Morsi gath¬ 
ered in the center of the 
country’s second-largest 
metropolis, chanting slo¬ 
gans against the leader 
and his Islamic fundamen¬ 
talist group, the Muslim 
Brotherhood. 

The protests fueled Egypt’s 
worst political crisis since 
Mubarak’s ouster, with the 
country clearly divided into 
two camps: Morsi, his Mus¬ 
lim Brotherhood and their 
ultraconservative Islamist 
allies, versus an opposition 
made up of youth groups, 
liberal parties and large 
sectors of the public. 

Tens of thousands also 
gathered in Cairo's down¬ 
town Tahrir Square, miles 
away from the palace, to 
join several hundred who 
have been camping out 
there for nearly two weeks. 
□ 
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Makings of a fiscal deal behind the hot rhetoric 


Continued from front 

Then, Obama was willing 
to reduce cost-of-living in¬ 
creases for Social Security 
beneficiaries and increase 
the eligibility age for Medi¬ 
care, as Boehner and oth¬ 
er top Republicans have 
demanded. On Tuesday, 
Obama did not shut the 
door on Republican ideas 
on such entitlement pro¬ 
grams. 

“I’m prepared to make 
some tough decisions 
on some of these issues,” 
Obama said, 

“but I can’t ask folks who 
are, you know, middle class 
seniors who are on Medi¬ 
care, young people who 
are trying to get student 
loans to go to college, I 
can’t ask them to sacrifice 
and not ask anything of 
higher income folks." 

“I’m happy to entertain 
other ideas that the Re¬ 
publicans may present,” 
he added in an interview 
with Bloomberg Television. 


At the core, the negotia¬ 
tions center on three key 
points: whether tax rates for 
upper income taxpayers 


should go up, how deeply 
to cut spending on entitle¬ 
ments such as Medicare 
and how to deal with rais¬ 
ing the government's bor¬ 


rowing limit early next year. 
White House spokesman 
Jay Carney dismissed Boeh- 
ner’s proposals as “magic 


beans and fairy dust." 
Boehner countered: “If the 
president really wants to 
avoid sending the econo¬ 
my over the fiscal cliff, he 


has done nothing to dem¬ 
onstrate it.” 

Tax rates have emerged as 
one of fhe most intractable 
issues, with Obama insist¬ 
ing the rates on the top 2 
percent of earners musf go 
up and Boehner standing 
steadfast that they must 
not. 

Boehner, instead, has pro¬ 
posed raising $800 billion 
through unspecified loop¬ 
hole closings and limits on 
tax deductions. 

On Tuesday, the president 
said he would consider 
lowering rates for the top 2 
percent of earners — next 
year, not now — as part of 
a broader tax overhaul ef¬ 
fort that would close loop¬ 
holes, limit deductions and 
find other sources of gov¬ 
ernment revenue. 

“It's possible that we may 
be able to lower rates by 
broadening the base at 
that point,” Obama said. 
On Medicare and Social 
Security, the Republican 
proposals would do rela¬ 


tively little to curb the defi¬ 
cit over the next decade, 
but the impact would grow 
over the longer term. 
Raising the Medicare retire¬ 
ment age from 65 to 67, for 
instance, would wring $148 
billion from the program 
over 10 years, 

according to a Congressio¬ 
nal Budget Office estimate 
last year, about one-fourth 
of the savings House Re¬ 
publicans hope to claim 
from federal health pro¬ 
grams. 

Another idea that gained 
currency during the 
Obama-Boehner talks last 
year would change the an¬ 
nual inflation measure used 
for Social Security cost-of- 
living increases and the in¬ 
dexation of tax brackets for 
inflation. 

Many economists and gov¬ 
ernment budget special¬ 
ists believe the system is a 
more accurate measure of 
inflation because it takes 
into account changes in 
purchasing behaviorO 



President Barack Obama, flanked by NGA Chairman, Delaware 
Gov. Jack Markell, and NGA Vice Chair, Oklahoma Gov. Mary 
Fallin, meets with the NGA executive committee regarding the 
fiscal cliff, Tuesday, Dec. 4, 2012, in the Roosevelt Room at the 
White House in Washington. Treasury Secretary Tim Geithner is 
at right. 

(AP Photo/Charles Dharapak) 
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Bush says immigrants fill gap in labor market 


JAMIE STENGLE 
Associated Press 
DALLAS (AP) — As the 

U.S. debates immigration 
policy, former President 
George W. Bush says it 
should “do so with a benev¬ 
olent spirit and keep in mind 
the contribution of immi¬ 
grants.” “Immigrants have 
helped build the country 
that we’ve become and 
immigrants can help build 
a dynamic tomorrow,” 
Bush said Tuesday as he 
opened a conference on 
the benefits of immigration 
hosted by the George W. 
Bush Institute and the Fed¬ 
eral Reserve Bank of Dallas. 
The conference comes as 
immigration reform is get¬ 
ting renewed attention fol¬ 
lowing an election in which 
Hispanics overwhelmingly 
supported Democratic 
President Barack Obama. 


Bush has long been con- and had warned the Re- fice in 2008 not to become 
cerned about the issue publican Party as he left of- “anti-immigrant." 


nomic experts on both the 
immigrants’ contributions 
to economic growth and 
their contributions to busi¬ 
nesses. A handbook on 
growth and immigration 
by the institute notes immi¬ 
grants are more likely than 
people born in the U.S. to 
be self-employed and are 
disproportionally respon¬ 
sible for U.S. international 




Former President George W. Bush gives opening remarks at the Federal Reserve Bank of Dallas for a 
conference titled “Immigration and 4% Growth: How Immigrants grow the U.S. Economy,” Tuesday, 
Dec. 4, 2012, in Dallas. (AP Photo/LM Otero) 

“America can be a lawful 
society and a welcoming 
society at the same time,” 
Bush said Tuesday. One of 
the Bush Institute’s focuses 
is economic growth, and 
the conference is part of 
an institute initiative to find 
ways for the U.S. to achieve 
4 percent gross domestic 
product growth. For the 
most recent quarter, the 
country’s GDP grew at 
2.7 percent. Bush said im¬ 
migrants come with “new 
skills and new ideas” and 
“fill a critical gap in the 
labor market.” Following 
Bush’s remarks, the confer¬ 
ence featured panels with 
business leaders and eco- 


patent applications and 
for starting successful en¬ 
gineering and technology 
firms. Immigration reform is 
expected to be taken up 
by Congress starting next 
year. Bush’s own promised 
overhaul of immigration 
policy in his second term 
was defeated in Congress 
when leading lawmakers, 
including fellow Republi¬ 
cans, thought provisions 
such as a guest worker pro¬ 
gram amounted to amnes¬ 
ty for illegal immigrants. 
James K. Glassman, execu¬ 
tive director of the Bush 
Institute, said that when 
the institute was identify¬ 
ing policy areas that could 
help grow the economy, 
immigration was one of 
the points that quickly 
emerged. “We need to at¬ 
tract the best and bright¬ 
est and keep them here,” 
Glassman said. 

He said the institute's goal 
is to raise the visibility of 
the issue, making sure that 
economic growth is con¬ 
nected to immigration. 
“We see our role as being 
longer term and broader,” 
Glassman said. □ 
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U.S. Senate passes 
$631B defense bill 


DONNA CASSATA 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

Senate has voted for a 
sweeping, $631 billion de¬ 
fense bill that calls for ac¬ 
celerating the withdrawal 
of U.S. forces from Afghani¬ 
stan and tightens sanctions 
on Iran. 

The vote was 98-0. The leg¬ 
islation would authorize 
money for weapons, air¬ 
craft and ships and provide 
a 1.7 percent pay raise for 
military personnel. 

After a decade of increas¬ 
ing Pentagon budgets, the 


vote came against the 
backdrop of significant 
reductions in projected 
military spending and the 
threat of deeper cuts from 
the so-called fiscal cliff of 
automatic reductions. 

The Obama administration 
has threatened to veto the 
measure, citing limits on 
the president's authority to 
handle terror suspects. 

The Senate must reconcile 
its version with the House of 
Representatives’ legislation 
passed in May. Lawmakers 
have just a few weeks to 
produce a final billO 
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‘In Cold Blood’ murderers investigated in Florida 


JOHN HANNA 
TAMARA LUSH 
Associated Press 
OSPREY, Florida (AP) — At 

the end of 1959, two fami¬ 
lies of four — one in Kansas, 
the other in Florida — were 
brutally murdered. 

Two men were arrested, 
charged and executed in 
the Kansas case, and writer 
Truman Capote captured 
the horrific tale in his iconic 
true crime book, “In Cold 
Blood.” The Florida murder 
of two parents and two 
children was investigated 
by dozens of detectives 
over the years, but it re¬ 
mained unsolved. Now, a 
detective is trying to prove 
that the men who were ex¬ 
ecuted in Kansas were also 
responsible for the Florida 
slayings. “It's like putting 
together a jigsaw puzzle,” 
said Sarasota County Sher¬ 
iff’s detective Kimberly Mc- 
Gath, who began re-inves- 
tigating the murders of Cliff 


and Christine Walker and 
their two young children in 
2007. McGath said there 
is evidence that points to 
two men who are now in a 
Kansas cemetery for exe- 



In this Jan. 6, 1960 file photo. 
Perry Edward Smith is led 
by police officers into the 
courthouse at Garden City, 
Kan. 

(AP Photo/William Straeter) 

cuted prisoners: Perry Smith 
and Richard Flickock. 

DNA recovered from se¬ 
men found on Chrisfine 
Walker's underwear could 


NYC synagogue bomb plot 
suspect pleads guilty 


TOM HAYS 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — An Al¬ 
gerian immigrant charged 
with plotting to blow up 
New York City synagogues 
pleaded guilty Tuesday in a 
rare state-level terror case. 
Ahmed Ferhani was one 
of two men arrested in 
a May 2011 weapons- 
buying sting. Manhattan 
state Supreme Court Jus¬ 
tice Michael Obus said he 
planned to sentence Fer¬ 
hani to 10 years in prison, 
four years fewer than pros¬ 
ecutors had wanted. Sen¬ 
tencing was scheduled for 
Jan. 30. 

Authorities called Ferhani 
a homegrown terrorist out 
to avenge what he saw 
as mistreatment of Muslims 
around the world. Ferhani 
envisioned posing as a Jew 


so he could infiltrate a syn¬ 
agogue and leave a bomb 
inside, prosecutors have 
said in court documents. At 
a meeting to arrange the 
gun buy, Ferhani said he 
needed the weapons “for 
the cause,” according to a 
court complaint. 

His lawyers initially por¬ 
trayed him as a mentally 
unstable man entrapped 
by police. 

Most terror cases are fed¬ 
eral, but Ferhani and co¬ 
defendant Mohamed 
Mamdouh were charged 
under a state law passed 
shortly after the Sept. 11, 
2001 terror attacks. Ferhani, 
27, and Mamdouh were ar¬ 
rested after Ferhani bought 
three handguns, ammuni¬ 
tion and an inert grenade 
from an undercover detec¬ 
tive, police said.Q 
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be compared to the re¬ 
mains of Smith and Hickock, 
said McGath. She is work¬ 
ing with Kansas authorities 
to petition a judge there 
to approve exhuming the 
bodies of the two men. 
Linking long-dead killers to 
unsolved homicides is be¬ 
coming more common. 

In Chicago, the Cook 
County Sheriff's Depart¬ 
ment is trying to find out 
whether serial killer John 
Wayne Gacy could be 
responsible for any more 
deaths. Officials there are 
entering murderers’ DNA 
profiles into a national da¬ 
tabase shared with other 
law-enforcement agen¬ 
cies. The move is based on 
an ironic legal distinction: 
The men were technically 
listed as homicide victims 
themselves because they 
were put to death by the 


state. Authorities hope to 
find DNA matches from 
blood, semen, hair or skin 
under victims’ fingernails 
that link the long-dead kill¬ 
ers to the coldest of cold 
cases. And they want in¬ 
vestigators in other states 
to follow suit and submit the 
DNA of their own executed 
inmates or from decades- 
old crime scenes. Kansas 
officials said this week they 
have talked with Florida 
detectives and would con¬ 
tinue to help if the Florida 
detectives file an exhu¬ 
mation petition in court. 
Hickock and Smith are bur¬ 
ied on a gently sloping hill 
at the Mount Muncie Cem¬ 
etery in Lansing, Kansas. 
The state of Kansas interred 
its executed criminals there 
when their families didn't 
claim the bodies. There are 
about 28,000 graves.Q 
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• Filet Mignon* 8 oz. US Tenderloin 

• Grilled Boneless Chicken Breast 
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OKDOS'S 


SCUBA DIVING 


Tel: 583-5669 

www-aquawindi&s-com 


* Vs Day Beginner Course 

* i and 2 Tank Dives 

* Canilicalion Courses 

* Private Snorkel Tours 



Fitness 


Spinning 
Body Bump 
Zumba Plus 
Body Sculpt 



Aqua Fitness 
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*Aqua Spinning 

* Stretching / Toning 

* Condition Swimming 

* Senior / Rehab 
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Controversy grows over photo of NY subway push 


VERENA DOBNIK 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Police 
questioned a suspect Tues¬ 
day in the death of a sub¬ 
way rider pushed onto the 
tracks and photographed 
while he was still alive — an 
image of desperation that 
drew virulent criticism after 
it appeared on the front 
page of the New York Post. 
A day after Ki-Suck Han 
was hit by an oncoming 
train, emotional questions 
arose over the photograph 
of the helpless man stand¬ 
ing before an oncoming 
train at the Times Square 
station. 

The moral issue among 
professional photojournal¬ 
ists in such situations is “to 
document or to assist,” said 
Kenny Irby, an expert in the 
ethics of visual journalism at 
the Poynter Institute, a Flori¬ 
da-based nonprofit journal¬ 
ism school. 

He said that’s the choice 
professional photographers 
often face in the seconds 
before a fatality. 


Irby spoke to The Associ¬ 
ated Press on Tuesday, a 
day after the newspaper 
published the photo of Han 
desperately looking at the 
train, unable to climb off 


the tracks in time. It was 
shot for the Post by free¬ 
lance photographer R. 
Umar Abbasi. 

CNN’s Soledad O’Brien 


tweeted: “I think it’s ter¬ 
ribly disturbing — imagine 
if that were your father or 
brother." 

Commentary posted on 
social media and in news 


broadcasts came down to 
one unanswered question: 
Why didn’t Abbasi help 
Han? 

But Irby said it's not that 


simple. 

“What was done was not 
necessarily unethical,” Irby 
said. “It depends on the in¬ 
dividual at the time of ac¬ 
tion." 

It depends, he said, on 
whether the photographer 
was strong enough to lift 
the man, or close enough. 
Abbasi said he got the shot 
while running to the scene 
and firing off his camera in 
hopes the flash would at¬ 
tract the attention of the 
train conductor, the Post 
reported. “So there was an 
attempt to help,” said Irby, 
who blames Post editors 
“for the outcry" because 
they made the decision to 
publish the image. 

The Post didn't immedi¬ 
ately respond to a request 
for comment from The As¬ 
sociated Press and didn’t 
immediately make Abbasi 
available. His number isn't 
listed in New York area tele¬ 
phone directories. 

Another professional reluc¬ 
tant to reach conclusions 
was veteran photographer 


John Long of the National 
Press Photographers Asso¬ 
ciation, where he is chair¬ 
man of the ethics commit¬ 
tee. 

“I cannot judge the man,” 
he said. “I don’t know how 
far away he was: I don’t 
know if he could’ve done 
anything.” 

However, both Long and 
Irby said that as a photog¬ 
rapher, “you are morally 
obliged to help” — if possi¬ 
ble, rather than take a pic¬ 
ture. Added Irby, “I would 
argue that you're a human 
being before you're a jour¬ 
nalist.” New York Police De¬ 
partment spokesman Paul 
Browne said investigators 
recovered security video 
showing a man fitting the 
description of the assailant 
working with street vendors 
near Rockefeller Center. 
Witnesses told investigators 
that they saw the suspect 
talking to himself before 
approaching Han, getting 
into an altercation with him 
and pushing him into the 
train’s path.Q 



Police officers outside the 49th Street subway station where a 
man was pushed from the platform and killed by a train, in New 
York, Dec. 3, 2012. A 58-year-old subway passenger was killed 
on Monday after he was pushed onto the tracks of an onrushing 
train by a man who had been mumbling to himself as he walked 
along the platform, the police said. 

(Angel Franco/The New York Times) 


Judge deals setback to Louisiana’s voucher program 


CAMPBELL ROBERTSON 
© 2012 New York Times 
NEW ORLEANS - In January, 
Gov. Bobby Jindal took the 
oath of office for his second 
term, declaring in his inau¬ 
guration speech that any¬ 
one who stood in the way 
of his education reform ef¬ 
forts “must stand down." A 
judge in Baton Rouge said, 
in effect: not so fast. 

Judge Timothy Kelley of 
state District Court ruled 
that the way in which 
the state finances its new 
voucher program violates 
the state constitution, as it 
relies on money intended 
in “plain and unambigu¬ 
ous" terms solely for public 
schools. 

In a statement, Jindal 
called the decision “wrong¬ 


headed and a travesty for 
parents across Louisiana” 
and vowed to appeal. But 
it was not the crippling set¬ 
back it could have been. 
“As court rulings go, there 
are some that create gi¬ 
ant brick walls and there 
are some that create small 
fences," said Michael 
Griffith, a school finance 
consultant for the Educa¬ 
tion Commission of the 
States, a policy organiza¬ 
tion. “This is a small fence.” 
What the court fight did 
show, Griffith added, is 
the evolving nature of the 
voucher debate and the 
variety of problems state- 
run voucher programs 
have run into. 

“It's a symptom of what 
we're seeing nationally,” 


he said. “Groups that are 
opposing vouchers using 
every sort of tool that they 
can,” from broader chal¬ 


lenges on the nature of 
public education to tech¬ 
nical, state-specific argu¬ 
ments like the one that pre¬ 


vailed Friday. 

Voucher opponents in 
some other states have 
successfully argued that 
vouchers violate consti¬ 
tutional bans on money 
going to religious schools, 
while others have contend¬ 
ed that redirecting more 
to private schools would 
leave the public educa¬ 
tion system inadequately 
financed. The ruling Friday 
was just about how a state 
pays for it. Even a lawyer 
for one of the teachers 
unions that brought the 
lawsuit acknowledged that 
this was not a death knell 
for vouchers in Louisiana. 

“I think they can do it right,” 
said Brian F. Blackwell, who 
represents the Louisiana As¬ 
sociation of Educators. □ 



Louisiana Gov. Bobby Jindal speaks at the 2012 Republican 
Governors Convention at the Encore Hotel in Las Vegas. A state 
district judge ruled that the way in which the state finances its 
new voucher program violates the state Constitution. From left: 
William Bennett, former Mississippi Gov. Haley Barbour and 
Jindal. (Monica Almeida/The New York Times) 
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New England residents fret as storms topple trees 


KATHARINE Q. SEELYE 
© 2012 New York Times 
WILBRAHAM, Mass. - First 
came the tornado, which 
felled five big trees and 
sent them crashing down 
on half the house, forcing 
Heather Mercier and Ellie 
Tobiasz to move into a mo¬ 
bile home on their property 
while the house was being 


repaired. 

Several weeks later, a mi¬ 
croburst with ferocious 
winds tore up another tree 
by its roots and smashed 
it into the mobile home. 
Three months after that, 
an early blizzard knocked 
down two more big trees, 
wrecking the remaining 
part of fheir house. 

“You’d think we lived in 
Kansas,” said Mercier, 52, a 
retired police officer on dis¬ 
ability. “Things like this don’t 
happen in western Massa¬ 
chusetts." 

But as residents across 
New England are realizing, 
violent, “Wizard of Oz"-like 
storms do happen here. 
And for some, the region’s 
sugar maples, birches and 
oaks - majestic towers that 
provide shade in the sum¬ 
mer and colorful splendor 


in the fall - are no longer a 
source of pride but of ter¬ 
ror. “The branches were like 
daggers sticking out of my 
roof, through the windows, 
through the floors,” Mercier 
said. 

Although Hurricane Sandy 
was not as destructive in 
New England as it was in 
New York and New Jersey, 


its high winds still blew over 
tens of thousands of trees 
in the region, pulling down 
utility lines and leaving mil¬ 
lions of homeowners in the 
dark. Last year, a half-doz¬ 
en tornadoes - some with 
winds as high as 160 mph - 
ripped through Springfield, 
Mass., just west of here, kill¬ 
ing three people, injuring 
200 and leaving 500 home¬ 
less. A few months later, 
Tropical Storm Irene deci¬ 
mated parts of Vermont, 
washing away homes, busi¬ 
nesses and roadways, and 
bringing down more trees. 
All of the wreckage, cost¬ 
ing hundreds of millions of 
dollars, and the fear it has 
engendered have led to 
something of a miniwar on 
trees here, with some prop¬ 
erty owners cutting them 
down pre-emptively, even 


when trunks and branches 
show no signs of weakness. 
“People were envisioning 
having entire trees crashing 
down on their houses and 
there was a lot of panic,” 
said Phil Cambo, president 
of Northern Tree Service, 
a tree-removal company 
that serves much of New 
England. 

During the 2011 tornado, 
microburst and blizzard, he 
said, his phones rang off 
fhe hook. As Hurricane San¬ 
dy made ifs way up the At¬ 
lantic Coast a month ago, 
many homeowners were 
on the phone again. 
“People are looking at 
trees near their homes in 
a different manner,” said 
Ed Miga, superintendent of 
Wilbraham’s Deparfmenf 
of Public Works. “It's no lon¬ 
ger, ‘This is a nice shade 
tree.' It’s ‘This tree could fall 
on my house.'" 

Springfield lost tens of thou¬ 
sands of trees during last 
year's tornadoes and early 
snowstorm, costing $38 mil¬ 
lion for tree cleanup alone, 
said Edward P. Casey, the 
city forester. 

“When we were taking 
trees down after the tor¬ 
nadoes, people were ter¬ 
rified,” Casey said. “They 
would say, ‘Take the big 
one down, it's going to 
crush my house,’ " he said. 
Despite the fear and dam¬ 
age, many residents, towns 
and organizations insist 
their presence is worth the 
risk. 

Trees not only add charac¬ 
ter and beauty to a prop¬ 
erty, but they also benefit 
the environment, trapping 
carbon dioxide, one of the 
major contributing green¬ 
house gases, and releasing 
oxygen. And they help pro¬ 
tect against erosion and 
maintain the balance of 
fhe ecosystem. 

Several storm-battered 
towns across New England 
have undertaken exten¬ 


sive replanting programs 
- though many programs 
encourage the planting of 
smaller trees, like fruit trees 
and dogwoods, rather than 
the pines and maples that, 
when mature, can cause 


the most damage. 

Many New England towns 
authorize local tree war¬ 
dens to determine the 
health of shade frees and 
ban their removal unless 
they pose a hazard. □ 
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otitlu foizd Special 

Available from 4 pm to 7 pm 
3 - Course Menu for only $22. 95 

Tax and Service Charge not included. 


WEDNESDAY ALL NIGHT 


(Xp petizefc: Soup or House salad 
Sftbteed: Filet Mignon 

OR 

Prime Sirloin Steak 

OR 

, n [[ l Grilled Chicken 

' OR 

Grouper Filet 

OR 

Tango Ribs 

OR 

Fettucini Carbonara 
CDeMett: Flan Caramel 

OR 

Ice Cream 

All the main courses (except pasta) are served with 
fresh vegetables and corn on the cob and your choice 
of Baked Potato, French Fries, House potatoes or Rice 
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Phone (297) 586 8600 • www.tangoaruba.com 


Located at Arawak Garden, _ 

Palm Beach - walking distance 
from all High Rise Hotels 


Member of 
ARUBA 

WINE 
1DINE 



A tree rests on the home of Heather Mercier and Ellie Tobiasz af¬ 
ter a tornado knocked it down in Massachusetts. After a period 
of violent weather, the region’s large trees, like sugar maples, 
birches and oaks, are as much a source of concern as they are 
of pride for homeowners. 

(Courtesy of Heather Mercier via The New York Times) 
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Official: 

Settlement would destroy hope of Palestinian state 


KARIN LAUB 
Associated Press 
RAMALLAH, West Bank (AP) 

— Israel’s latest settlement 
plans will destroy any linger¬ 
ing hopes of setting up a Pal¬ 
estinian state next to Israel, 
a senior Palestinian official 
warned Tuesday, as interna¬ 
tional anger over the con¬ 
struction snowballed. 

Israel announced the plans 
in response to last week's 
U.N. recognition of a state of 
Palestine in the West Bank, 
Gaza and east Jerusalem, 
lands Israel occupied in 1967, 
as a non-member observer 
at the General Assembly. 

The plans include 3,000 more 
homes for Jews in the West 
Bank and east Jerusalem, 
as well as preparations for 
construction of an especially 
sensitive project near Jerusa¬ 
lem, known as E-l. 
Separately, Israel is mov¬ 
ing forward with two major 
settlement projects in east 
Jerusalem. Israel would build 
more than 4,200 apartments 
in the two areas, Ramat Sh- 
lomo and Givat Hamatos. 
The Ramat Shlomo project 
touched off a diplomatic cri¬ 
sis with the U.S. in 2010 when 
the ministry gave it prelimi¬ 
nary approval during a visit 
by Vice President Joe Biden. 
Israeli settlement construc¬ 
tion lies at the heart of a four- 
year breakdown in peace 
talks, and was a major factor 
behind the Palestinians’ U.N. 
statehood bid. Since 1967, 
half a million Israelis have 
settled in the West Bank and 
east Jerusalem. 

The Palestinians say E-l and 
Givat Hamatos are particu¬ 
larly problematic because 
they would cut off east Jeru¬ 
salem, the intended Palestin¬ 


ian capital, from the rest 
of the West Bank. 

Israel’s plans for E-l and 
Givat Hamatos “will 
leave us with no peace 
process,” Saeb Erekat, a 
senior aide to Palestinian 
President Mahmoud Ab¬ 
bas, told The Associated 
Press. 

He later told Israel TV that 
“it's over” if these two set¬ 
tlements are built. 

“Don’t talk about peace, 
don’t talk about a two- 


state solution ... talk 
about a one-state reality 
between the River Jor¬ 
dan and the Mediterra¬ 
nean,” Erekat said, refer¬ 
ring to the land that the 
international community 
hopes will one day ac¬ 
commodate both Israel 
and a Palestinian state. 
British Foreign Secretary 
William Hague sounded a 
similar warning Tuesday, 
telling Britain's parliament 
that Israel's building plans 


would make a Palestinian 
state alongside Israel “al¬ 
most inconceivable.” 

Eight countries, Britain 
among them, summoned 
local Israeli ambassadors in 
protest since Monday, and 
Hague said there could be 
further diplomatic steps if 
building continues. 

Some Palestinian officials 
have raised the possibil¬ 
ity of asking the European 
Union to reconsider its 
trade agreements with Is¬ 


rael, but Hague said he did 
not think Europe is ready 
for economic sanctions 
against Israel. 

Israel has rebuffed the in¬ 
ternational criticism, which 
put it at odds with some of 
its strongest foreign allies, 
including Australia. 

Israeli Foreign Minister 
Avigdor Lieberman said 
Tuesday that construction 
plans would move forward, 
particularly in east Jerusa¬ 
lem and nearby West Bank 


settlements. “Israel makes 
decisions according to its 
national interests, and not 
in order to punish, fight or 
confront,” he said. 

The Palestinians, mean¬ 
while, were debating their 
next moves in a meeting 
of senior officials chaired 
by Abbas at his govern¬ 
ment compound in the 
West Bank on Tuesday 
evening. 

U.N. recognition could 
enable the Palestinians 


to gain access to the In¬ 
ternational Criminal Court 
and seek war crimes 
charges against Israel 
for construction of settle¬ 
ments on occupied lands. 
Last week, before Israel’s 
announcement of the 
new settlement plans, Ab¬ 
bas said that he’s not turn¬ 
ing to the ICC “unless we 
were attacked," and Pal¬ 
estinian officials portrayed 
an appeal to the court as 
a step of last resort,Q 


Fighting surges 
near Damascus 

BEN HUBBARD 
Associated Press 
BEIRUT (AP) — Syria’s civil 
war is closing in on President 
Bashar Assad’s seat of pow¬ 
er in Damascus with clashes 
between government forces 
and rebels flaring around the 
city Tuesday, raising fears 
the capital will become the 
next major battlefield in fhe 
20-monfh-old conflict. 
Numerous reports emerged 
of at least a dozen people 
killed near the ancient city 
and elsewhere, and the re¬ 
gime said nine students and 
a teacher died from rebel 
mortar fire on a school. The 
state news agency originally 
said 30 people had been 
killed in the attack. While 
many of the mostly poor, 
Sunni Muslim suburbs ringing 
Damascus have long been 
opposition hotbeds, fighting 
has intensified in the area in 
recent weeks as rebels press 
a battle they hope will finish 
Assad's regime. “The push to 
take Damascus is a real one, 
and intense pressure to take 
control of the city is part of a 
major strategic shift by rebel 
commanders,” said Mustafa 
Alani of the Geneva-based 
Gulf Research Center. “They 
have realized that without 
bringing the fight to Damas¬ 
cus, the regime will not col¬ 
lapse." The increased pres¬ 
sure has raised worries that 
he or his forces will resort to 
desperate measures, per¬ 
haps striking neighbors Tur¬ 
key or Israel, or using chemi¬ 
cal weapons. NATO foreign 
ministers approved Turkey’s 
request for Patriot anti-mis¬ 
sile systems to be deployed 
along its southern border 
to defend against possible 
strikes from Syria.Q 



A view of the Jewish West Bank settlement of Maaleh Adumim, with El, background, near 
Jerusalem. (AP Photo/Ariel Schalit) 
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Iran claims US drone capture; Navy denies charge 


ALI AKBAR DAREINI 
BRIAN MURPHY 
Associated Press 
TEHRAN, Iran (AP) — Iran 
claimed Tuesday it had tak¬ 
en another prize in a grow¬ 
ing showdown with Wash¬ 
ington over drone surveil¬ 
lance, displaying a purport¬ 
ed U.S. unmanned aircraft 
it said was captured intact. 
The U.S. Navy, however, said 
none of its drones in the re¬ 
gion was missing. 


SHAWN POGATCHNIK 
Associated Press 
DUBLIN (AP) — A senior fig¬ 
ure in Ireland’s criminal un¬ 
derworld was chased down 
the street and shot to death 
Tuesday near his Dublin 
home, two years after sur¬ 
viving a similar assassination 
bid, in the latest chapter of 
a long-running feud involv¬ 
ing Irish Republican Army 
die-hards. 

Eamon Kelly, a 65-year-old 
gang chief dubbed “The 
Godfather” by Dublin’s tab¬ 
loid press, was shot up to six 
times as he fled from a lone 
gunman in northeast Dublin, 
a police detective told The 
Associated Press. The Real 
IRA paramilitary group was 
suspected of being behind 
the hit. 

Kelly’s crime empire has 
been increasingly at odds 
with Real IRA figures, who in 
recent years have demand¬ 
ed a slice of the gangsters’ 
drug-trafficking profits in ex¬ 
change for not killing them 
or burning down their busi¬ 
ness fronts. 

In September 2010, a Real 
IRA man tried to shoot Kelly 
outside his home, but the 
gun jammed. The would-be 
killer initially walked away, 
then ran back to the cower¬ 
ing Kelly to try again, press¬ 
ing the gun to his temple, 
but the gun jammed again. 


The conflicting accounts 
could put pressure on both 
sides for more defails on 
U.S. reconnaissance and 
Iranian counter-measures. 
They also point to other 
questions, including how 
Iran could manage to 
snatch the Boeing-de¬ 
signed ScanEagle drone 
without noticeable dam¬ 
age to its light-weight, car¬ 
bon-fiber body or whether 
the aircraft could be from 


Aufhorifies believe Kelly’s 
side exacted its revenge 
two months ago, killing the 
Real IRA leader in Dublin, 
Alan Ryan, who received 
a full paramilitary funeral 
including gunshots over 
his casket. But on Tues¬ 
day, the detective said, a 
suspected two-man Real 
IRA team again was wait¬ 
ing for Kelly to leave his 
home. One gunman got 
out of the car, chased 
Kelly down the street, shot 
him in the back and head, 
then jumped back in the 
getaway car with a police 
unit in hot pursuitO 


another Gulf counfry fhaf 
deploys it. There is even 
the possibility the drone is 
authentic but was plucked 
from the sea after a past 
crash and unveiled for 
maximum effect amid es¬ 
calating tensions over U.S. 


reconnaissance missions — 
including a Predator drone 
coming under fire from Ira¬ 
nian warplanes lasf month. 
But unlike the larger Preda¬ 
tor, which can carry weap¬ 
ons and sophisticated 
surveillance systems, the 
much smaller ScanEagle 
collects mostly photo¬ 
graphic and video images 


using equipment with little 
intelligence value, experts 
said. One called the craft 
a “large seagull” with cam¬ 
eras. Monitoring of Gulf air 
and sea traffic is consid¬ 
ered of high importance 
for the U.S. military. Iran has 


taken steps to boost its na¬ 
val and drone capabilities, 
unsettling Washington's 
Gulf Arab allies. Iran also 
has threatened in the past 
to try to block the strategic 
Strait of Hormuz — the route 
for one-fifth of the world's 


oil — in retaliation for West¬ 
ern sanctions over Tehran’s 
nuclear program. 

“We had warned American 
officials not to violate our 
airspace. We had formally 
protested such actions and 
had announced that we 
protect our borders,” state 
TV quoted Foreign Minister 
Ali Abkar Salehi as saying. 
Washington denies it has 
crossed into Iranian air¬ 
space, but Iran’s definition 
of ifs jurisdiction could be 
far broader. State-run Press 
TV said any surveillance of 
Iran was considered “a vio¬ 
lation of territory.” 

Asked about Iran’s asser¬ 
tion that it had captured 
a U.S. drone. White House 
press secretary Jay Carney 
said “we have no evidence 
that the Iranian claims are 
true." Cmdr. Jason Salata, 
a spokesman for the U.S. 
Navy’s 5th Fleet in Bahrain, 
said there are no Navy 
drones missing in the Mid¬ 
dle East. “The U.S. Navy 
has fully accounted for all 
unmanned air vehicles op¬ 
erating in the Middle East 
region,” said Salata.Q 
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Top Dublin underworld 
boss shot dead in chase 



In this image taken from the Iranian state TV’s Arabic-language 
channel Al-Alam, showed what they purport to be an intact 
ScanEagle drone aircraft put on display, as an exclusive 
broadcast Tuesday Dec. 4, 2012. The U.S. Navy said all its 
unmanned aircraft in the region were “fully accounted for.” 

(AP Photo / Al-Alam TV) 
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NOW SERVING BREAKFAST 
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2 EGGS p TOAST 
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NATO backs Patriot anti-missile system for Turkey 


BRADLEY KLAPPER 
SLOBODAN LEKIC 
Associated Press 
BRUSSELS (AP) — NATO an¬ 
nounced Tuesday that it 
will deploy Patriot anti-mis¬ 
sile systems near Turkey’s 
southern border, shoring up 
defenses against the threat 
of cross-border attacks 
from Syria and bringing the 
United States and its allies 
closer to Syria’s civil war. 
The alliance’s 28 members 
decided to limit use of Pa¬ 
triots solely for the defen¬ 
sive purpose of warding 
off the mortar rounds and 
shells from Syria that have 
already killed five Turks. But 
the announcement also 
appeared to be a mes¬ 
sage to Syrian President 
Bashar Assad’s regime at 
a time when Washington 
and other governments 
fear Syria may be ready¬ 
ing its chemical weapons 
stockpiles for possible use. 
“We stand with Turkey in 


the spirit of strong solidari¬ 
ty,” NATO Secretary-Gener¬ 
al Anders Fogh Rasmussen 
told reporters. 

“To anyone who would 
want to attack Turkey, 
we say, ‘Don’t even think 
about it!”’ 

Fogh Rasmussen stressed 


that the deployment of the 
Patriot systems — which in¬ 
cludes missiles, radar and 
other elements — wouldn't 
be a first step toward a no- 
fly zone over parts of Syria 
or any offensive operation 
against the Arab state. 

But the decision to deploy 


the systems takes the U.S. 
and its European partners 
closer to the war, with the 
possibility of U.S.-made and 
NATO-operated hardware 
being used against the 
Assad regime for the first 
time. 

Officials say the Patriots will 
be programmed so that 
they can intercept only Syr¬ 
ian weapons that cross into 
Turkish airspace. 

They aren't allowed to 
penetrate Syrian territory 
pre-emptively. 

That means they would 
have no immediate ef¬ 
fect on any Syrian govern¬ 
ment offensives — chemi¬ 
cal or conventional — that 
remain strictly inside the 
country’s national borders. 
Still, Fogh Rasmussen insist¬ 
ed that the weapons could 
help de-escalate tensions 
along a border across 
which tens of thousands of 
Syrian refugees have fled 
and which has emerged 


as a critical transit point for 
weapons being smuggled 
to the rebels fighting to 
overthrow Assad. 

Germany and the Nether¬ 
lands are expected to give 
Turkey several batteries of 
the latest PAC-3 version 
of the U.S.-built Patriots air 
defense systems, which in¬ 
tercepts incoming missiles. 
The U.S. would likely fill any 
gaps, possibly by sending 
some from its stocks in Eu¬ 
rope. 

But the exact details of the 
deployment and the num¬ 
ber of batteries are still to 
be determined by NATO. A 
joint team is studying pos¬ 
sible basing sites in Turkey, 
and parliaments in both 
Germany and the Nether¬ 
lands must then approve 
shifting the assets and the 
possible involvement of 
several hundred soldiers. 

It's unclear if any American 
soldiers would need to be 
deployed .□ 



Russia's Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov speaks at a media con¬ 
ference during a meeting of NATO foreign ministers at NATO 
headquarters in Brussels on Tuesday, Dec. 4, 2012. NATO foreign 
ministers approved Turkey's request for Patriot anti-missile sys¬ 
tems to bolster its defense against possible strikes from neighbor¬ 
ing Syria. 

(AP Photo/Yves Logghe) 
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EU banking supervisor has Germany, France at odds 


RAF CASERT 
Associated Press 
BRUSSELS (AP) — European 
Union countries are drag¬ 
ging themselves to a year- 
end summit with a heavy 
load of unfinished business 
aimed at shoring up confi¬ 
dence in the region in the 
wake of the three-year fi¬ 
nancial crisis. 

The 27 finance ministers 
remained split Tuesday on 
the establishment of a new 
European single supervisor 
to keep wayward banks in 
check, and were forced 
to squeeze in another ex¬ 
traordinary meeting next 
week on the eve of a Dec 
13-14 summit of EU leaders 
in Brussels. 

Add to that deep-rooted 
disagreements on the es¬ 
tablishment of a multi-an¬ 
nual EU budget and the 
seemingly endless strife to 
keep Greece on the safe 
side of the brink of bank¬ 
ruptcy, and it adds up to a 
chaotic outlook for the EU 
over the next weeks. 

The establishment of a 
banking union, in particu¬ 
lar, includes some decisions 
that have to be taken by 
Dec. 31. The supervision of 
EU banks to rein in reckless 
action is key to that. 


“I want to stress that if that 
would not happen that 
would be bad in terms of 
the market reactions,” Eu¬ 
ropean Central Bank Vice 
President Vitor Constancio 
told Tuesday’s meeting of 
finance ministers. 

As part of its plans to avoid 
a repeat of the financial 
crisis crippling the region, 
the EU has been working 
toward setting up a “bank¬ 
ing union" — a unified play- 
book for all the region’s 
banks. 

The single bank supervisor is 
a vital part of this plan and 
must be up and running 
before other measures can 
be introduced: European¬ 
wide depositors' insurance; 
a single method for wind¬ 
ing down bankrupt banks; 
and allowing the European 
bailout fund to directly help 
banks in trouble, instead of 
lending money only to gov¬ 
ernments. 

And this time it is disagree¬ 
ment between the two tra¬ 
ditional drivers of European 
integration — France and 
Germany — that is at the 
heart of the delays. 

The continent’s two larg¬ 
est economic powers are 
divided over how many 
banks the supervisor would 


Man jailed for nude 
prank on UK statue 



A naked man sits on top of 
a statue of George, Duke 
of Cambridge in Whitehall, 
London. 

(AP Photo/ John Stillwell/PA) 

LONDON (AP) — A man 

who climbed naked onto 
an equestrian statue in Lon¬ 
don's government district, 
ripped off its sword and bit 
it has been sentenced to 


12 weeks in jail. 

Dan Motrescu brought 
central London traffic to a 
standstill when he mount¬ 
ed the bronze statue of fhe 
19fh-century Duke of Cam¬ 
bridge on Nov. 23. 

Police cordoned off White¬ 
hall, a street that is home 
to several government 
departments, as Motres¬ 
cu climbed up and down 
the statue, at one point 
balancing himself on the 
duke’s head. 

It took several hours for of¬ 
ficers to talk him down. 
Motrescu, a Ukrainian citi¬ 
zen of no fixed address, 
was convicted Tuesday of 
possession of an offensive 
weapon, criminal damage 
and a public order offense. 
A magistrate at Westmin¬ 
ster Magistrates’ Court sen¬ 
tenced him to 12 weeks in 
jail.Q 


be allowed to oversee 
and what powers the ECB 
should have within the su¬ 


pervision. 

“The position of France is 
steadfast. 


It is all banks that are cov¬ 
ered by the banking super¬ 
vision,” said French Finance 
Minister Pierre Moscovici. 
German Finance Minister 
Wolfgang Schaeuble said 
“it would be very difficult 
to get approval by the 
German parliament if (the 
deal) would leave the su¬ 
pervision for all the German 
banks to European bank¬ 
ing supervision.” 

“Nobody believes that it 
would work,” Schaeuble 
said. Germany has hun¬ 
dreds of local banks which 
operate differently from 
large multinationals like 
Deutsche Bank. 

Schaeuble has been push¬ 
ing for the new supervisor to 
oversee only the few dozen 
largest banks in Europe.Q 



Spanish Economy Minister Luis de Guindos Jurado, left, talks 
with German Finance Minister Wolfgang Schaeuble, during the 
Eurogroup meeting, at the European Council building in Brussels. 

(AP Photo/Yves Logghe) 
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Criticism grows over Netherlands’ “Zwarte Piet” tradition 



Persons dressed as “Zwarte Piet” or “Black Pete” attend a parade after St. Nicholas, or Sinterklaas, 
arrived by boat in Amsterdam, Netherlands, Sunday, Nov. 18, 2012. 

(AP Photo/ Margriet Faber) 


TOBY STERLING 
Associated Press 
AMSTERDAM (AP) — For¬ 
eigners visiting the Neth¬ 
erlands in winter are often 
surprised to see that the 
Dutch version of St. Nich¬ 
olas' helpers have their 
faces painted black, wear 
Afro wigs and have thick 
red lips — in short, a racist 
caricature of a black per¬ 
son. 

The overwhelming majority 
of Dutch are fiercely devot¬ 
ed to the holiday tradition 
of “Zwarte Piet" — whose 
name means “Black Pete” 

— and insist he's a harmless 
fictional figure who doesn’t 
represent any race. But a 
growing number are ques¬ 
tioning whether “Zwarte 
Piet” should be given a 
makeover or banished from 
the holiday scene, seeing 
him as a blight on the na¬ 
tion's image as a bulwark 
of tolerance. 

“There is more opposition 
to Zwarte Piet than you 
might think,” says Jessica 
Silversmith, director of the 
regional Anti-Discrimination 
Bureau for Amsterdam. She 
said that historically her of¬ 
fice received only one or 
two complaints per year, 
but the number jumped 
to more than 100 last year, 
and will escalate much fur¬ 
ther this year. 

“It’s not only Antilleans or 
Surinamers who are com¬ 
plaining,” she said, referring 
to people descended from 
the former Dutch colonies 
that once traded in slav¬ 
ery. “It’s all kinds of Dutch 
people.” 

There are various versions 
of the history of St. Nicho¬ 
las — “Sinterklaas” in Dutch 

— and of Zwarte Piet, who 
made his debut as an Af¬ 
rican servant in an 1850 
book. 

“Nobody is against the 
Sinterklaas celebration or 
is calling people who cel¬ 
ebrate it racist,” said Silver¬ 
smith. “But it is time to con¬ 
sider whether this is offen¬ 
sive, whether there actually 
are racist ideas underlying 
Zwarte Piet.” 

The debate comes after a 
decade in which the Dutch 
have rolled back many as¬ 
pects of their famed toler¬ 
ance policies, and in which 
anti-immigrant sentiment 


has risen sharply. Zwarte 
Piet is frequently defend¬ 
ed as part of Dutch cul¬ 
tural heritage, and those 
who don’t like it are often 
bluntly invited to leave the 
country. Many Dutch say 
Pete's black face derives 
from the soot he picked up 
climbing down chimneys 
to deliver presents — al¬ 
though that hardly explains 
the frizzy hair and big lips. 

In the U.S., stereotypical 
black makeup — called 
blackface — was phased 
out in the civil-rights era. 
But in Britain, a TV show 
featuring blackface lasted 
until the late 1970s before 
the practice became ta¬ 
boo. Blackface crops up in 
other European countries 
from time to time, such as 
in a theater performance 
in Germany this year, but 
it’s only in the Netherlands 
that it’s institutionalized in 
the form of Black Pete. 

A sea-change may have 
occurred here during last 
year’s festivities, when four 
men were arrested for 
wearing T-shirts bearing the 
slogan “Zwarte Piet is Rac- 



A musician dressed as 
“Zwarte Piet” or “Black Pete” 
pauses during a parade after 
St. Nicholas, or Sinterklaas, 
arrived by boat in Amsterdam, 
Netherlands, Sunday, Nov. 18, 
2012 . 

(AP Photo/ Margriet Faber) 

ism" outside a store during 
an appearance of Sinterk¬ 
laas — and charged with 
protesting without a per¬ 
mit. 

For the first time, a white 
politician has openly 
challenged the tradition: 
“The Sinterklaas celebra¬ 
tion once began without 
Zwarte Piet,” Amsterdam 
councilwoman Andree 
van Es said in an interview 
with newspaper Het Parool 
this week. “It’s time it con¬ 


tinues without Zwarte Piet.” 
Two major chains of stores, 
Blokker and V&D, now use 
images of kids with ash- 
smudged cheeks in their 
sales catalogues, rather 
than Petes with black faces. 
And in a first this weekend, 
a documentary laying out 
arguments against Zwarte 
Piet aired on national tele¬ 
vision. 

The county’s most widely 
read news blog, “GeenStijl” 
launched a blistering cam¬ 
paign against Black Pete— 
surprising because Geen¬ 
Stijl prides itself on being 
tasteless and politically in¬ 
correct, and had mocked 
Gario after the 2011 inci¬ 
dent. 

In 2008, a Museum in Eind¬ 
hoven called off an anti- 
Pete exhibition after pro¬ 
tests. The foreign artists 
received death threats. 
And when Victoria’s Se¬ 
cret model Doutzen Kroes 
said on national television 
in 2009 that Zwarte Piet is 
the one thing that has ever 
made her feel ashamed of 
being Dutch, the studio au¬ 
dience laughed at her. 

Jan Pronk, a leftist politi¬ 
cian who once served as 
the U.N. envoy to Sudan, 
dismissed her viewpoint on 
the show. “These are very 


old traditions,” he said, “I 
don't think it’s so bad." 

A Facebook page with 
the slogan “Zwarte Piet is 
Racism” has become a 
major platform for debate 
this year, though modera¬ 
tors have begun removing 
hate speech and personal 
threats. 

One organization reinforc¬ 
ing the Zwarte Piet image 
is educational broadcaster 
NTR, which also airs “Ses¬ 
ame Street” in the Neth¬ 
erlands. It has developed 
a popular fake news pro¬ 
gram for kids, devoted to 
the doings of the wise white 
Sinterklaas and his many 
bumbling Petes, all with the 
traditional blackface look. 
The program starts in early 
November and airs nightly 
until kids open their pres¬ 
ents on Dec. 5. (Although 
the Dutch Sinterklaas is the 
source of the American 
Santa Claus, Christmas is 
a separate holiday in the 
Netherlands, where the 
present-opening tradition 
happens three weeks ear¬ 
lier.) The show draws more 
than a million viewers in a 
country of 16 million, and its 
spokeswoman, Flelen Alba- 
da, said she was unaware 
of any complaints about its 
depiction of Zwarte Piet. 


Several years ago, the 
broadcaster experimented 
with a story line in which the 
Petes were turned different 
colors after sailing through 
a magical rainbow. 

That drew thousands of 
complaints, in part be¬ 
cause the backlash against 
immigration was cresting at 
the time: Fans said chang¬ 
ing Pete was sacrificing 
Dutch cultural heritage to 
the forces of multicultural- 
ism. 

“We didn't intend that ei¬ 
ther," Albada said. “Kids 
don't see Pete as black, it’s 
the adults that give it a ra¬ 
cial meaning.” 

In a recent editorial, one 
columnist for the NRC Flan- 
delsblad newspaper ques¬ 
tioned whether the country 
really is as tolerant as it likes 
to style itself. 

Fie deplored the fact that 
even as the U.S. has re¬ 
elected a black president, 
not a single member of the 
Netherlands' new Cabinet 
is of non-Dutch ancestry. 
“That’s because we, un¬ 
like other countries, have 
become completely col¬ 
orblind,” Bas Fleijne wrote 
ironically. “We don’t need 
a black minister, let alone 
a black prime minister: We 
have Zwarte Piet. "□ 




















Gifts that give back: 

Invaluable island foundations find additional support in “Tikkun Olam” 



PALM BEACH - The joy of 

the season is made two¬ 
fold when gift giving is an 
opportunity to provide 
additional support to in¬ 
valuable island founda¬ 
tions. For the sixth straight 
year, retail stores within The 
Salamander Group -- The 
Coconut Trading Co., T.H. 
Palm & Company, and the 
recently-launched Carib¬ 
bean Queen - dedicate 
a percentage of sales to 
benefit numerous non-prof¬ 
it organizations. The Sala¬ 
mander Group's “Tikkun 
Olam” corporate responsi¬ 
bility program is carried out 
year-round, but it is during 
the holiday season when 
giving back has its greatest 
impact. 

Tikkun Olam, which loosely 
translates from the Hebrew 
as “repairing the world”, 
follows the simple yet effec¬ 
tive “Think Global, Act Lo¬ 
cal” philosophy, in seeking 


to have a positive affect on 
the community through in¬ 
dividual actions. Clients of 
The Coconut Trading Co., 
T.H. Palm & Company and 
Caribbean Queen par¬ 
ticipate in the program by 
simply choosing from the 
community menu of Tikkun 
Olam-sponsored founda¬ 
tions, selecting the particu¬ 
lar foundation they want 
their purchases to benefit. 
At the Palm Beach Plaza- 
based Caribbean Queen 
boutique, for example, 
gift choices made from 
among the splendid array 
of jewelry, handbags, hats, 
hair ornaments, belts and 
shoes result in the support 
of organizations that specif¬ 
ically work for the promo¬ 
tion of the arts. The Aruba 
International Arts Founda¬ 
tion (AIAF), The Pancake 
Gallery (youth arts summer 
workshop) and Ateliers' 89 
each receive donations 


through the Tikkun Olam 
program. The pleasure cli¬ 
ents receive in treating 
themselves or their loved 
ones to purchases that im¬ 
part the “I AM a Caribbean 
Queen" spirit is coupled 
with the knowledge that 
essential foundations are 
further aided in their good 
works. 

While shopping at other 
Tikkun Olam-participating 
retail stores within The Sala¬ 


mander Group, whether 
searching for novel gifts at 
The Coconut Trading Co or 
exclusive accessories and 
upscale resort wear at T.H. 
Palm & Company, clients 
can choose from the com¬ 
munity menu of various 
foundations dedicated to 
family support. These foun¬ 
dations include: Alzheim- 
ers Aruba, Autism Foun¬ 
dation, Edmund E. Harms 
Foundation (home health 



care), Fundacion pa 
Hende Muhe den Dificul- 
tad (domestic violence), 
Kibrahacha 60+ (senior 
citizens center), Telefon 
pa Hubentud (youth help 
line) and Koningin Wilhelmi- 
na Fonds (KWF) (cancer 
awareness, prevention and 
support). 

Other boutiques affiliat¬ 
ed with The Salamander 
Group include The Jug¬ 
gling Fish, which features 
beachwear and souvenirs, 
and The Lazy Lizard, with its 
unique selection of fashion¬ 
able resort wear. 

The simple act of giving 
gifts this year can have an 
immeasurable impact with 
feel-good shopping at any 
of The Salamander Group 
retail stores. 

More information about 
The Salamander Group, 
and the fabulous, dis¬ 
tinctive wares which can 
be found at its variety of 
boutiques, as well as fur¬ 
ther details on the Tikkun 
Olam program, is available 
through the website: www. 
Caribbean-Queen.com □ 
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Sponsored by Aruba Bank and Serlimar: 

Good4TheNeighborhood’s “Upgrade Bo Bario” 2012 a total success! 



-Winners were announced 
last Friday at Paseo Heren- 
cia! 

ORANJESTAD, December 
3rd, 2012 : After several 
weeks of preparation, all 
seven participating schools 
executed their cleanup 
of recreational areas in 7 
different neighborhoods 
on the island. Good4the- 
Neighborhood first began 
three years ago, when sec¬ 
ondary schools students 

around the island demon¬ 
strated their strong sense of 
responsibility and love for 
the island, working togeth¬ 
er on a project that would 
benefit our community. 
What made the biggest im¬ 
pact was seeing how these 
young students motivated 
the residents living in the 
neighborhood to contrib¬ 
ute to the beautification of 
their district. 

The amount of trash that 
they picked up was more 
than what Serlimar and 
Aruba Bank had imagined. 
Serlimar trucks were driving 
through each neighbor¬ 
hood to pick up large con¬ 
tainers filled with debris and 


then bringing them back 
empty, ready for the next 
round. It was not easy to 
choose the winners, since 
the efforts, dedication, 
motivation and genuine 
endeavor of each school 
was substantial and praise¬ 
deserving. Each project 
on its own was unique and 
should be considered a 
winner. 

Paseo Herencia was the 
host for the closing cere¬ 
mony of this huge project, 
where radio personalities 
Erin Croes and Lionel Croes 
were the emcees for the 
evening. Each participat¬ 
ing school was able to at¬ 
tend the festivity with all of 


its students, teachers and 
support staff. 

Also present were the man¬ 
agement team of Aruba 
Bank, Serlimar, Paseo Her¬ 
encia, Minister Arthur Dow¬ 
ers, Parliament Member 
Donny Rasmijn and a large 
group of fans, consisting of 
parents and friends who 
came together to watch 
the presentations given by 
each of the seven schools, 
as well as the emotional 
moment when the three 
winning school projects 
were announced. 

To make the great celebra¬ 
tion even more memora¬ 
ble, Aruba Bank decided 
to treat the large group 


of youngsters to a perfor¬ 
mance by the most popu¬ 
lar band of their genera¬ 
tion, Upgrade Music, who 
got everyone excited over 
the success of the program. 
Good4TheNeighborhood 
2012 relied on a panel of 
7 judges, consisting of Erin 
Croes, Rocila Acosta, Su- 
sanne Croes, Natalie Wolff, 
Lionel Croes, Jurgen Ben- 
schop and Marlon Pieters. 
All of the judges followed 
each project closely, and 
under the watchful eye of 
Herrick Henriquez, the rep¬ 
resentative of PriceWater- 
HouseCoopers, they cast 
their individual votes. 

In third place, winning 
Awg.2,500,- Colegio San 
Agustin won with their proj¬ 
ect in the area of Mabon, 
where their neighborhood 
was completely cleaned 
and their recreational park 
was completely renovated. 
Second place and Awg. 
5,000,- went to La Salle Col¬ 
lege for their “To Madiki 
with Love” project, in which 
they managed to fill six 30 
yard containers with debris 
and refuse, and to fix up a 
park where young children 


and teens can play. 

As the ultimate winners 
of Awg.7,500,- Colegio 
San Antonio won first prize 
with its “We love Ayo” 
project at the Ayo Rock 
Formation and the clean¬ 
up of the Ayo neighbor¬ 
hood, where neighbors 
collaborated on a mas¬ 
sive scale to make their 
area a cleaner and more 
beautiful place to live. 
All seven participating 
schools received a free 
trash container from Ser¬ 
limar for their tremendous 
efforts. 

The judges had to choose 
three winning schools, 
but seeing the amazing 
work done by all students, 
Aruba Bank considers all 
seven of them winners, 
rewarding all schools 
with a movie night at the 
Paseo Herencia Cinemas, 
so that all third grade stu¬ 
dents and their teachers 
could enjoy a movie and 
refreshments! 

Aruba Bank would like to 
express its deepest grati¬ 
tude to Serlimar for its tre¬ 
mendous support and en¬ 
couragement during this 
project; Serlimar’s support 
contributed to the great 
success of this project. 
Aruba Bank would also 
like to give thanks to 
PriceWaterHouseCoo- 
pers, Paseo Herencia, 
the entire community of 
Aruba in general and all 
the companies that, in 
one way or another, con¬ 
tributed to the success of 
Good4TheNeighborhood 
2012.Aruba Bank, support¬ 
ing and cheering on the 
youth in Aruba, would like 
to thank each and every 
one of the students and 
teachers at each school, 
parents and residents of 
the neighborhoods who 
participated and formed 
a part of this project, for 
their exemplary behav¬ 
ior, which demonstrates 
Aruba Bank’s motivation 
and pride in organizing 
Good4TheNeighborhood 
- a project which helps 
develop our children and 
future leaders. 

Thank you Aruba for the 
tremendous support and 
stand by for Good4The- 
Neighborhood 201310 




In memoriam 
Robert (Bobby) Carrol 

1958 - 2012 
You left us very soon. 

Your departure has left a profound sense of 
sadness fn our hearts. You give"hn eXtrS"noses 
of life to all those who were around you. 

You fascinating us with your beautiful voice 
and charm. Bobby taught us to laugh until your 
stomach hurt. The hardest part of any friendship 
is when it is time to say goodbye, and even though 
we wished we could make you stay. We know we got to 
let you spread your wings and fly. So many amazing memories 
of our wonderful friend. You will be missed by so many! 

Love you Bobby. 

Your girlfriend Denisse, 

Mary, John and Marie Cormier, 

Mary and Ronald Black, 

Charly and Arling, 

Mary and Vic Basile, 

Patricia, Freddy, Michael and Manuel Pascoal, 

And the Family of Essential Spa and all your 
friends from your second home, Aruba. 

Life is a Journey not a destination! 

(Ralp Waldo Emerson) 
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Go Karting in Aruba with Bushiri Karting Speedway! 



of 160cc 6 Horse Power 
Honda Engine with Adjust¬ 
able Seats & Paddles, age 
for riding the junior karts 
is 7 till 12 years and for 
the adult karts is 13 years 
& up. 

We will see you here at 
Bushiri Karting Speedway 
& Fuel Sports Bar & Grill, 
the place for Racing & 
Fun here in Aruba Q 





Do want to feel the need for 
speed in Aruba? You have 
to visit Bushiri Karting 
Speedway for the thrill of 
your life on a professional 
outdoor karting track driv¬ 
ing in high speed rental go 
karts! Have fun on your va¬ 
cation with your friends & 
family, enjoy a good race, 
get your lap time results, 
and after the race enjoy 
some good food and cold 
drinks at our Sports Bar. 
Bushiri Karting Speedway 


& Fuel Sports Bar & Grill 
is open daily from 10am 
-6:30 pm. Great fun with 
friends and family at an af¬ 
fordable price, no reserva¬ 
tions needed, just arrive and 
drive any time of day. 

We have a total of 13 Rent¬ 
al Karts, 7 Adult Karts of 
270cc 9 Horse Power Hon¬ 
da Engine that can reach up 
to 50 mph on our 0.8 pro¬ 
fessional Outdoor Track. 
We also have 6 Junior Karts 



Gold Coast Aruba... 

A Place for You! 


days 


week 


pen 


5pm 


8am 


from 


Saturday and Sunday 
on appointment only. 




3 minutes drive to 
Arashi Beach 


Across an 18-hole 
Golf Course 


Luxury Villas, Town Homes & Condos 

Contact us by email at info@goldcoastaruba.com 
Tel: +297-586-2200 • Fax: +297-586-2201 
Toll Free from the U.S. 1-866-978-5770 
www.goldcoastaruba.com 


PRICE STARTING FROM $289,000 

Visit us for Your Island Dream Home Ownership 
Monthly Mortgage Payments 
starting from $1,650 


V Malmok • Aruba 
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The Shops At Alhambra Mall continues with family night! 




PUNTA BRABO: “The Shops 
At Alhambra Mall” invites 
the Aruba community and 
visitors for its next family 
night which will take place 
this coming Wednesday, 
December 5 th . The entire 
family can shop for the 
year-end season and take 
advantage of the many 
discounts in our stores. To 
keep the whole family sat¬ 
isfied, our food court has 
the most famous fast-food 
restaurants like Sub-Way, 
Dunkin Donuts, Baskin-Rob- 
ins, and “pizza pizza” Little 
Ceasars, each with their 
own specials. If you are a 
roast food fan you must 
visit The Market, offering 
half roast chicken and ribs 
at special prices. Enjoy the 
best coffee at Juan Valdez 
offering also 2 for 1 graniza- 
do. Ginger has the best 
Asian flavor sushi on the is¬ 
land. Try the 3 course dinner 
consisting of an appetizer, 
a main dish and dessert for 
the fabulous price of $25. 
Fusion Piano Bar & Cigar 


has happy hour prices from 
7-9pm and free snacks. 
Come check the latest col¬ 
lection of Daher & Co. and 
receive 10% on your pur¬ 
chase. Aruba Aloe, R-Glass, 
Lazy Lizard, Mermaid and 
the Divi Logo Store have a 


free gift with purchase. The 
Shops At Alhambra Mall 
welcomes Alelina to the Al¬ 
hambra family. J.M.R. also 
has a selection of items on 
discount. Relax on a mas¬ 
sage chair at Intermezzo 
-The Salon from 6pm to 


9pm. It is too much to men¬ 
tion, so come one, come 
all to The Shops at Alham¬ 
bra this coming Wednes¬ 
day. This week, Santa and 
Mrs. Claus will be present 
to bring the Christmas and 
New Years feeling and joy. 


Dance to the music of Rob¬ 
ert Thiel from 6pm to 10pm. 
So don’t forget to bring the 
entire family this Wednes¬ 
day, December 5 th , at The 
Shops at Alhambra Mall for 
a joyful night with lots of fun 
and surpriseslQ 



Aruhiba Cigars, Aruba’s only hand rolled cigars! 

t's a matter of prestige and quality... 





ORANJESTAD- Benjamin Petrocchi, 
a true native Aruban started the newest 
export product of Aruba, locally 
produced hand rolled cigars called 
“Aruhiba”. These cigars are produced 
and cultivated in Aruba. Petrocchi 
always had a interest in the cigar 
business and has also sold Premium 
Cuban Cigars, and now he is growing 
his own tobacco crops. After many 
attempts and trips to Santo Domingo 
and Cuba, he started his own 
production and cultivation of Aruhiba 
Cigars in Aruba. The whole process 
took him 10 years to perfect. Petrocchi 
dedication to the cigars is important for 
the moulding and process of making a 
perfect cigar which takes a long time. Their handmade cigar box is specially designed with 
their “Aruhiba” logo. Petrocchi considers Aruhiba as a promotion for Aruba through its fine 
cigars. The company sells Aruhiba to the international markets as well. Visit their retail store 
located in front of the Historic Dutch Windmill in front of the Westin Resort, with any 
purchase of $20 and up you receive a free “Aruhiba” cigar or ask for their gift box of 5 cigars 
get 1 FREE for only $37. They open from Monday to Saturday from 9 am till 6:30 pm and on 
Sundays from 9 am to 1 pm. Aruhiba cigars are now available at the gift stores in your resort 

and at well-known cigar stores. For their 
complete selection and attractive by the box 
prices visit their retail store. Tours are also 
available at their Tobacco farm where their 
cigars are grown and rolled. 


For a group or private tour, call 586 0347 - 
593 6177 or send them an email at 
aruhibacigars@gmail.com 



























































NFL Roundup 



Washington Redskins quar¬ 
terback Robert Griffin III 
points skyward after throwing 
a touchdown pass to wide 
receiver Pierre Garcon dur¬ 
ing the second half of an NFL 
football game against the 
New York Giants in Landover, 
Md., Monday, Dec. 3, 2012. 

Associated Press 

RG3, Skins 
closing in on 
Giants with 
win 

JOSEPH WHITE 
AP Sports Writer 
LANDOVER, Maryland (AP) 

—Robert Griffin III went 
down, the ball popped 
out, and the Washington 
Redskins scored a touch¬ 
down. 

Look out, New York Giants 
and the rest of the NFC 
East. If Griffin keeps getting 
these kinds of breaks, it’ll be 
hard to keep him out of the 
title hunt for years to come. 
As it is, RG3 has the Redskins 
within a game of first place 
after leading a fourth-quar¬ 
ter rally in a 17-16 Monday 
night victory over the Gi¬ 
ants. 

Washington has a three- 
game winning streak in 
which it has dispatched 
each of its division rivals - 
Philadelphia, Dallas and 
now New York - one by 
one. 


Continued on Page 21 
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Mcllroy voted U.S. PGA Tour 

DOUG FERGUSON 
AP Golf Writer 

LA QUINTA, California (AP) 

— Rory Mcllroy has been 
voted U.S. PGA Tour player 
of the year after winning 
four times. 

Mcllroy sure didn't feel like 
a player of the year when 
he arrived at Kiawah Island 
for the final major of the 
year. He had missed three 
cuts, had not contended in 
a major and had only one 
win. 

The last two months 
changed everything. 

While the tour does not dis¬ 
close the vote of its play¬ 
ers, Tuesday’s announce¬ 
ment was the equivalent 
of a tap-in. Mcllroy wound 
up with four wins, including 
his eight-shot victory in the 
PGA Championship, and 
made a clean sweep of the 
biggest awards by winning 
the money title and having 
the lowest adjusted scoring 
average. 

“It’s just a great way to end 
what has been a great 
year, my best season so 
far," Mcllroy said. 

The 23-year-old from North¬ 
ern Ireland became the 
youngest player to win PGA 
Tour player of the year since 
Tiger Woods at age 21 in 
1997. He also was the third 
European to win in the last 
five years, joining Padraig 
Harrington of Ireland in 2008 
and England’s Luke Donald 
last year. 

Also on the ballot for play¬ 
er of the year were Tiger 
Woods with three wins, Ja¬ 
son Dufner and his two wins 
in the spring. Masters cham¬ 
pion Bubba Watson and 



Rory Mcllroy of Northern Ireland celebrates on 18th hole after 
he wins the final round of DP World Golf Championship in Dubai, 
United Arab Emirates, Sunday Nov. 25, 2012. 

Associated Press 


Brandt Snedeker, whose 
second win this year at the 
Tour Championship allowed 
him to capture the FedEx 
Cup. None compared with 
Mcllroy, who pulled away 
from every over the final 
two months of the season. 
After his eight-shot win 
at Kiawah, he won the 
Deutsche Bank Champion¬ 
ship after a duel with Louis 


Oosthuizen, and then won 
the next playoff event in 
the BMW Championship 
at Crooked Stick against a 
leaderboard that included 
Phil Mickelson, Lee West- 
wood, Adam Scott, Dustin 
Johnson and Woods. 
Mcllroy's other win came 
earlier in the year, when he 
held off Woods to win the 
Honda Classic and go to 


player of the year 



Rory Mcllroy of Northern Ireland tees off on the 9th hole during the 
final round of the DP World Golf Championship in Dubai, United 
Arab Emirates, Sunday, Nov. 25, 2012. 

Associated Press 


No. 1 in the world for the first 
time. Mcllroy went to No. 1 
three more times during an 
inconsistent summer until 
he established himself as 
the best in golf at the PGA 
Championship. 

“I think everyone knows that 
my game wasn’t where I 
wanted it to be through 
the start of the summer and 
leading up to the PGA,” 
Mcllroy said on a confer¬ 
ence call. He tied for fifth at 
Firestone the week before 
the final major to gain a little 
more confidence, though 
he said his expectations 
were lower than usual for a 
major considering his sum¬ 
mer doldrums. He turned 
a two-shot deficit into an 
eight-shot win with a 67-66 
weekend at Kiawah, and 
off he went. “I didn’t want 
to let this opportunity pass 
me because it was a great 
opportunity to win my sec¬ 
ond major," Mcllroy said. 
“And from that I gained a 


lot of confidence, knowing 
that I could win my second 
major. And I went on from 
there." 

PGA Tour commissioner Tim 
Finchem, who introduced 
Mcllroy, was as impressed 
with his behavior off the 
course as his skill level inside 
the ropes. “He has handled 
himself in terrific fashion,” 
Finchem said. “He has 
been very direct with the 
media and entertaining to 
the fans inside and outside 
the ropes. 

He is at a very young age 
already making a very solid 
contribution to what is the 
most important asset of the 
PGA Tour, and that is the im¬ 
age of its players. For that, I 
thank him.” 

The one question Mcllroy 
has fielded since closing 
out his year with a win in 
Dubai — giving him money 
titles on the PGA Tour and 
European Tour — is what he 
will do for an encore. □ 
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BAR & 

RESTAURANT 


SPECIALIZE IN CHINESE AND INTERNATIONAL CUISINE 


GRAND VICTORIA 




Located at the Palm Beach #164 near the traffic lights opposite 
the high-rise hotel, walking distance from the hotels. We have 
tho best prices on all of our cuisines. Call; 5B6-4481 



(immsmmnm 


unieau 

Putin Bench Mttj * Tel; {297 > S«fi-N>Jh 

Ojxm howf*; - Sfllufctoy 6am. 

siflurday Snm - 10pm 

Has everything that you need for a good 
vacation. We have a wide variety of liquors 
and wine, beach Kerris end much more- 



Pistons beat Cavs 89-79 
for 5th straight home win 



Los Angeles Clippers power forward Blake Griffin (32) shoots 
from the floor as Utah Jazz power forward Paul Millsap rushes 
to him in the first quarter of an NBA basketball game, Monday, 
Dec. 3, 2012, in Salt Lake City. 

Associated Press 

Wizards coach: No timeline 
for John Wall's return 


AUBURN HILLS, Michigan 
(AP) — Brandon Knight 
scored 17 points, and 
Kyle Singler and Tayshaun 
Prince had 15 apiece as 
the Detroit Pistons beat the 
Cleveland Cavaliers 89-79 
on Monday night for their 
fifth straight home win. 
Detroit is 1-10 on the road 
but 5-3 at home, and the 
Pistons have recovered 
a bit after losing their first 
eight games of the season. 
They beat Phoenix by 40 
last week in their previous 
home game, and the vic¬ 
tory over Cleveland wasn’t 
really as close as the score 
indicated. Detroit led 56-39 
at halftime after holding 
the Cavaliers to 29 percent 
shooting. 

Cleveland was without 
guard Dion Waiters, who 
sat out with a sprained left 
ankle. Anderson Varejao 
had 17 points and 18 re¬ 
bounds for the Cavs. 

TRAIL BLAZERS 118, BOB¬ 
CATS 112, OT 

CHARLOTTE, North Carolina 
(AP) — LaMarcus Aldridge 
had 25 points and 13 re¬ 
bounds, Luke Babbitt hit 
a pair of clutch 3-pointers 
and Portland overcame 
an 18-point fourth-quarter 
deficit to beat Charlotte in 
overtime Monday night. 
The Blazers trailed 97-79 
with 5:17 left in regulation, 
but stormed back to tie the 
score and sent it into over¬ 
time on Babbitt's 3 with 22 
seconds left. 

Charlotte had a chance to 
win at the end of regulation 
but Kemba Walker’s drive 
and fallaway jumper from 
the baseline didn’t fall. 
Damian Lillard scored 24 
points and Nicolas Batum 
added 17 points for the 
Blazers, who finished a road 
trip with two straight wins. 
Ben Gordon set a franchise 


record with eight 3-pointers 

— all after halftime — for 
the Bobcats, who dropped 
their fourth straight game. 
Gordon finished with 29 
points to surpass 10,000 for 
his NBA career. 

MAGIC 102, WARRIORS 94 
OAKLAND, California (AP) 

— Glen Davis and Arron 
Afflalo scored 24 points 
apiece, and Orlando out¬ 
lasted Golden State for its 
second straight victory. 

A night after an emotional 
win against former fran¬ 
chise center Dwight How¬ 
ard and the Los Angeles 
Lakers, Orlando outscored 
Golden State 33-25 to pull 
away in the fourth quarter. 
J.J. Redick had 10 of his 
22 points in the fourth and 
Nikola Vucevic finished 
with 14 points and 15 re¬ 
bounds to help the Magic 
begin their five-game West 
Coast trip 2-0. 

Stephen Curry had 25 
points and 11 assists and 
David Lee added 22 points 
and nine rebounds for the 
Warriors, who were going 
for their first four-game win¬ 
ning streak under coach 
Mark Jackson. Instead, they 
had their five-game home 
winning streak snapped as 
they head on the road for 
a season-long seven-game 
trip. 

HORNETS 102, BUCKS 81 
NEW ORLEANS (AP) — Ryan 
Anderson scored 22 points, 
Robin Lopez added 21 
and New Orleans won for 
only the second time in 11 
games. 

Lopez shot 8 of 10 from 
the field and made all five 
free throws he attempted. 
He also scored 11 straight 
points during a pivotal 13-0 
run in the third quarter that 
gave New Orleans the lead 
for good. 

Jason Smith added 12 


points and Greivis Vasquez 
had 11 for the Hornets, who 
shot 52.4 percent (43 of 82). 
Brandon Jennings hit five 
3-pointers and finished with 
25 points. Monta Ellis add¬ 
ed 17 for Milwaukee, which 
shot 38.2 percent (29 of 76) 
from the field. 

NUGGETS 113, RAPTORS 110 
DENVER (AP) — Corey 
Brewer scored 19 points, 
JaVale McGee had 17 
points and five blocks, and 
Denver withstood a late 
rally to beat Toronto. 
Andrea Bargnani scored 23 
points for Toronto and Kyle 
Lowry had 24, including 12 
in the fourth quarter when 
the Raptors cut a 17-point 
lead to one with 2:18 left. 

Ty Lawson, who finished 
with 16 points, hit a 3-point¬ 
er and Toronto missed its 
next three shots as Denver 
built a 110-104 cushion. 
Lowry hit another 3 with 
14 seconds left, and after 
two free throws from Andre 
Iguodala, Amir Johnson 
hit a 3 with 7.9 seconds re¬ 
maining to make it 112-110. 
Kenneth Faried hit one of 
two free throws with 5.8 
seconds left and DeMar 
DeRozan missed a long 3 
at the buzzer. Faried had 
18 points and 10 rebounds. 
Six players scored in double 
figures for Denver. 

CLIPPERS 105, JAZZ 104 
SALT LAKE CITY (AP) — Blake 
Griffin scored 30 points, Ja¬ 
mal Crawford added 20 off 
the bench and Los Angeles 
handed Utah its first loss at 
home this season. 

Crawford made a pair of 
free throws late and ex- 
Clipper Randy Foye coun¬ 
tered with a 3-pointer with 
1.2 seconds remaining. 
But Foye's desperation 3 
after stealing the ensuing 
inbounds pass missed its 
mark.Q 


By HOWARD FENDRICH 
AP Sports Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) - Al¬ 
ready sidelined for more 
than two months, Wash¬ 
ington Wizards point 
guard John Wall still is not 
ready to practice, let alone 
play - and coach Randy 
Wittman said Monday night 
he does not know when his 
best player will return. 

Wall hasn’t played at all 
this season for Washington, 
an NBA-worst 1-13 heading 
into its game against the 
defending champion Mi¬ 
ami Heat on Monday. 
When the Wizards an¬ 
nounced on Sept. 28 that 
Wall was diagnosed with 
the early stages of a stress 
injury to his left knee cap, 
they said he didn’t need 
surgery and probably 


would be out of action for 
about two months. 

Well, that schedule turned 
out to be too optimistic. 
Asked Monday for an idea 
of when Wall, the No. 1 
overall pick in the 2010 
draft, will be available, Wit¬ 
tman replied: ”1 can't give 
you one. I don’t know what 
you want me to say.” 
Wittman continued: "I 
mean, right now, we're still 
progressing the way we are 
with his rehab. 

He’s not been on the floor 
to practice. He’s been on 
the floor to shoot some, but 
he’s not progressed to the 
point that he can get out 
and practice. So obviously 
until that happens, 

I don’t know what that 
timetable’s going to be.” 
□ 
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MLB Roundup 

Napoli to Red Sox, Loney to Rays, A-Rod out 


ton remained in play after 
hitting 43 home runs with 
128 RBIs for the Rangers last 
season. 

Coming off a last-place fin¬ 
ish, Boston tried to resolve 


lasco. 

Nolasco, who went 12-13 
with a 4.48 ERA this year 
and is signed for $11.5 mil¬ 
lion next season, asked the 
payroll-slashing Marlins to 


IAAF ratifies world 
record for Aries 
Merritt 


Koki Kameda of Japan 
celebrates after defeating 
Hugo Ruiz of Mexico in 
their 12-round WBA world 
bantamweight boxing title 
boutin Osaka, Japan, Tuesday, 
Dec. 4, 2012. Associated Press 


BEN WALKER 
AP Baseball Writer 
NASHVILLE, Tennessee (AP) 

— The Boston Red Sox be¬ 
gan to play catch-up by 
getting All-Star catcher 
Mike Napoli, Tampa Bay 
took a chance on James 
Loney and the New York 
Yankees prepared for more 
time minus Alex Rodriguez 
in Major League Baseball 
moves on Monday. 

Also, the World Series 
champion San Francisco 
Giants kept center fielder 
Angel Pagan, while the 
Texas Rangers brought 
back catcher Geovany 
Soto and made a deal for 
injured closer Joakim Soria. 
Top free agent Josh Hamil- 


In this April 21, 2012, file photo, Texas Rangers' Mike Napoli hits 
a solo home run against the Detroit Tigers in the ninth inning of a 
baseball game in Detroit. A person familiar with the negotiations 
says Napoli and the Boston Red Sox agreed to a $39 million, 
three-year contract Monday, Dec. 3. Associated Press 


its catching situation. Na¬ 
poli got a $39 million, three- 
year contract, a person fa¬ 
miliar with the deal told The 
Associated Press. 
“Awesome addition to our 
team!” Red Sox pitcher Jon 
Lester tweeted. 

The Red Sox are aiming at 
another prize, too, explor¬ 
ing trade possibilities to pry 
Cy Young Award winner 
R.A. Dickey from the New 
York Mets. Boston general 
manager Ben Cherington 
didn’t mention the knuck- 
leballer by name, simply 
saying the price for pitch¬ 
ing was “always steep for 
the better guys.” 

Also in play, maybe: Miami 
Marlins pitcher Ricky No- 


MONACO (AP) — The IAAF 
has ratified the 110-meter 
hurdles world record set by 
Olympic champion Aries 
Merritt of the United States. 
After winning the 110 hur¬ 
dles at the London Olym¬ 
pics, Merritt set a world re¬ 
cord of 12.80 seconds at 
the Van Damme Memorial 
in Brussels in September. 
The previous record of 
12.87 was set by Cuban 
hurdler Dayron Robles in 
Ostrava, Czech Republic, 
in June 20080 


U.S. athlete Aries Merritt poses 
with his IAAF Inspirational 
award during an event 
marking the centenary of the 
IAAF in Barcelona, Saturday, 
Nov. 24, 2012. 

Associated Press 


In this Sept. 14,2012, file photo. New York Yankees third baseman 
Alex Rodriguez leaps to throw out Tampa Bay Rays' lead off hitter 
Desmond Jennings at first base in the first inning of a baseball 
game at Yankee Stadium in New York. 

Associated Press 


deal him in the wake of 
trades that jettisoned Jose 
Reyes, Mark Buehrle, Heath 
Bell and Josh Johnson. 

“I just think that he's just 
looking for a better situ¬ 
ation than he feels what 
is presented to him in Mi¬ 
ami,” agent Matt Sosnick 
said. “We defer to the fact 
that we have no control 
and he’s under contract 
for another year. The team 
certainly can do as they 
please. We felt it was im¬ 
portant to make his feelings 
known.” 

The Yankees know Ro¬ 
driguez won’t be in the 
lineup on opening day. 
The 37-year-old third base- 
man, looking nothing like 
the slugger who ranks fifth 
on the career list with 647 
homers, will have surgery 
on his left hip and could be 
out until the All-Star break. 
“It’s a significant blow,” 
Yankees GM Brian Cash- 
man said. 

“But we’ve dealt with sig¬ 
nificant blows and, hope¬ 
fully, we’ll be able to deal 
with this one, as well.” 
Rodriguez is a 14-time All- 
Star and MLB’s highest-paid 
player at $275 million. This 
will be his sixth stint on the 
disabled list in six seasons, 
including a trip in 2009 after 
surgery on his right hip. 
Loney found a new home 
in Tampa Bay. The first 
baseman hit a combined 
.249 with six homers and 
41 RBIs for the Los Angeles 
Dodgers and Boston. 

Soria reached a two-year 
agreement with Texas after 
missing the entire season 
for Kansas City because of 
his second elbow surgery. 
The Royals declined their 
option on the two-time All- 
Star for next year.Q 


Talks resume with NHL owners, NHLPA 


By IRA PODELL 
AP Sports Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) - NHL own¬ 
ers and players were meet¬ 
ing Tuesday afternoon at 
a Times Square hotel in an 
unusual session aimed at 
kick-starting stalled labor 
talks. 

A group of about a half- 
dozen owners and 18 play¬ 
ers got together without 


two key figures - Commis¬ 
sioner Gary Bettman and 
NHLPA executive director 
Donald Fehr. The hope is 
some candid, face-to-face 
talks will result in a break¬ 
through. 

After more than five hours 
of talking, the sides broke 
for dinner and expected 
to talk again later Tuesday 
night. If the hockey season 


is going to be saved, a deal 
needs to be struck soon. 
Tuesday is the 80th day 
of the lockout. All games 
through Dec. 14 have al¬ 
ready been wiped off the 
schedule, along with the 
outdoor Winter Classic on 
New Year’s Day and All- 
Star Weekend that was 
slated for January in Co¬ 
lumbus, Ohio. □ 


Kameda beats Ruiz to keep 
WBA bantamweight title 


OSAKA, Japan (AP) — Koki 
Kameda beat Mexican 
challenger Hugo Ruiz by a 
split decision to retain his 
WBA bantamweight title on 
Tuesday. 

Two judges scored the bout 
for the Japanese cham¬ 
pion 116-113 and 115-113, 
while the third favored Ruiz 
117-113. 

Kameda, who was making 
the fifth defense of the title 
he won in 2010, improved 
to 29-1 with 17 knockouts 
while Ruiz dropped to 31-2 
with 28 KOs. 

While both fighters came 
out cautiously, Kameda 
dominated the final three 
rounds, and bloodied the 
nose of Ruiz. □ 
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were fighting for the ball in 
a pile. Montgomery kicked 
at Joseph in response, and 
Joseph stomped at Mont¬ 
gomery. Joseph and a 
Redskins player were whis¬ 
tled for offsetting unneces¬ 
sary roughness penalties. 

“’I was just trying to get my 
leg loose," Montgomery 
said. 

"And he ended up kick¬ 
ing me or stomping me or 
whatever he did.” 

Joseph said he acted be¬ 
cause he saw Montgomery 
dive into a Giants player, 
and that he was kicked 
by Montgomery in the 
groin. He said he went to 
stomp on Montgomery but 
stopped himself. 

"It took me everything not 
to kick him back because I 
didn’t want hurt the team, 
and I didn’t want to get 
fined and none of that,” 
Joseph said. "I started, 
then I stopped.”□ 


TODAY! 

HAPPY HOUR 

AT BUGALOE! 5-6 PM 


BUtiALOE 

Beach Bar and Grill 


Special prices on Balashi, 
Balashi Chill, Mojito 
e[ many more! 

Palm Beach at De Palm Pier / www.hugaloe.com 
T: ( 297 ) 586 2233 / info@hugaloe.com 


NFL Roundup 


RG 3 , Skins 


Continued from Page 17 

"We know that our backs 
are against the wall," Grif¬ 
fin said. "And even though 
we won tonight, our backs 
are still against the wall." 
But it’ll be hard to count 
them out whenever he’s 
on the field. It was his sixth 
game with a 100 -plus pass¬ 
er rating, his eighth without 
an interception - and his 
second in which one of his 
fumbles turned into a Red¬ 
skins score. 

On the way to the turf after 
a 12-yard run, Griffin was 
stripped by Stevie Brown 
- but the ball flew right to 
teammate Joshua Morgan 
3 yards upfield. Morgan 
then ran 13 yards for a first- 
quarter touchdown no one 
would ever diagram on a 
whiteboard. 

"We didn’t run it in prac¬ 
tice because we wanted 
to save it for the game," 
Griffin said with a grin. "I 
knew he was going to be 
there for it. ... Joshua did a 
good job being in the spot 
where he was supposed to 
be." 

By Griffin’s reckoning, the 
Redskins ( 6 - 6 ) are also 
where they're supposed 
to be after they appeared 
out of the running at 3-6 a 
month ago. One of Griffin's 
goals this season was to win 
more games than last sea¬ 
son’s 5-11 team. 

"You can put a check by 
that one, 

but there’s a lot more goals 
that this team is stretching 
for and striving for,” Griffin 
said. 

A division title, for instance. 
With the Giants (7-5) losing 
three of four and the Cow¬ 
boys ( 6 - 6 ) also at .500, the 
NFC East is up for grabs. 
"They’ve got a great op¬ 
portunity to win the divi¬ 
sion," Giants defensive 
lineman Justin Tuck said, 


New York Giants defensive end Osi Umenyiora (72) reaches for Washington Redskins quarterback 
Robert Griffin III (10) during the first half of an NFL football game in Landover, Md., Monday, Dec. 
3, 2012. 

Associated Press 


"just like we do. ... We let 
one slip away tonight, but 
if we handle business, we'll 
still win this division." 

Griffin also broke another 
record, running for 72 yards 
to get to 714 for the sea¬ 
son, passing Cam Newton 
for most by a rookie quar¬ 
terback. 

Griffin completed 13 of 21 
passes for 163 yards and a 
go-ahead, 8 -yard touch¬ 
down to Pierre Garcon in 
the fourth quarter. He fin¬ 
ished with a 101.9 QB rat¬ 
ing. 

Washington also ended 
a 10 -game home losing 
streak in Monday night 
games, another sign that 
Griffin has a knack for win¬ 
ning on a big stage. 

"If he stays healthy, he’s 
going to be a havoc on 
defenses for a long time,” 
Tuck said. 

Garcon finished with eight 
receptions for 106 yards, 
showing no signs of the 
painful toe injury that 
forced him to miss six of the 
season’s first nine games. 
Alfred Morris ran for 124 
yards, reaching 1,106 for 
the season to break Reg¬ 
gie Brooks' franchise rookie 


rushing record of 1,063, set 
in 1993. 

Eli Manning completed 20 
of 33 passes for 280 yards 
and a touchdown for the 
Giants, who had won 26 
in a row on the road when 
holding a halftime lead. 
They were ahead 13-10 at 
the break Monday against 
the Redskins, but they failed 
to finish the job for the first 
time since blowing a 21-0 
halftime lead in a 24-21 loss 
to Tennessee in 2006. 
Ahmad Bradshaw ran for 

103 yards on 24 carries for 
New York. Victor Cruz, who 
caught the game-winning 
score when the teams met 
in the Meadowlands in Oc¬ 
tober, had five catches for 

104 yards for the Giants. 

The Giants moved the 
ball well all game, but the 
drives produced three field 
goals by Lawrence Tynes 
and only one touchdown 
- Manning's 4-yard pass to 
Martellus Bennett late in 
the first half. 

There was also some may¬ 
hem after another Red¬ 
skins fumble, this one by 
Morris in the third quarter. 
New York defensive tack¬ 
le Linval Joseph yanked at 


Redskins center Will Mont¬ 
gomery's leg while players 
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Swiss cheese Bones 

By: Dr Carlos Viana 


Swiss cheese has a distinc¬ 
tive appearance; it is rid¬ 
dled with holes. In a late 
stage of cheese produc¬ 
tion a bacteria makes the 
cheese release carbon di¬ 
oxide gas. This gas slowly 
forms the bubbles that 
develop into holes. This is 
great for the unique taste 
and look of Swiss cheese, 
but not so great for bones. 
Bones that are porous or full 
of holes like Swiss cheese 
are weak and break eas¬ 
ily. Bones become porous 
because they have either 
lost or are not able to re¬ 
ceive or process the ma¬ 
terials needed to maintain 
and rebuild strong bones. 
Bones are made of protein, 
minerals, and vitamins. The 
minerals in bones are: cal¬ 
cium, potassium, manga¬ 
nese, magnesium, silica, 
iron, zinc, selenium, boron, 
phosphorus, sulfur, chromi¬ 
um, and dozens of others. 
We check the condition of 
bones with a Bone density 
scanner, also called dual¬ 
energy x-ray absorptiome¬ 
try (DXA) or bone densitom¬ 
etry, an enhanced form of 
x-ray technology used to 
measure bone loss. 

The bone density scan 
will measure if you have 
healthy bones according 
to averages for a person 
your age, or if your bone 
mineral density is lower 
than normal. Slight bone 
density loss is called osteo¬ 
penia. If more bone ma¬ 
terial is lost the condition is 
called osteoporosis, which 
in Greek means "porous 
bones". In osteoporosis the 
bone mineral density (BMD) 
is reduced, bone structure 
is deteriorating, and the 
amount and variety of pro¬ 
teins in bone is reduced. 
Not a good situation. 
Osteoporosis itself has no 
specific symptoms; its main 


consequence is the in¬ 
creased risk of bone frac¬ 
tures. Osteoporotic frac¬ 
tures are those that occur 
in situations where healthy 
people would not normally 
break a bone; sometimes 
called fragility fractures. 
Typical fragility fractures 
occur in the back bone or 
spine, ribs, hips and wrist. 
Medical guidelines recom¬ 
mend all women have a 
bone density scan at age 
65 and men at age 70. If 
you have high risk factors 
such as yourself or family 
members with adult frac¬ 
tures, smoking, or have 
taken oral steroids for more 
than 3 months, younger 
may be recommended. 
A bone density scan can 
identify the condition of 
your bones; however, if you 
already have osteoporo¬ 
sis having a scan after the 
fact is like closing the barn 
doors after the animals 
have escaped. Conven¬ 
tional medicine attempts to 
treat osteoporosis with cal¬ 
cium supplements, Vitamin 
D, and drugs called bispho- 
sphates. For twenty years I 
have been telling patients 
that getting too much cal¬ 
cium from pharmaceuti¬ 
cal or natural supplements 
can cause “free calcium” 
in your blood. I consider 
this a toxic heavy metal. 
The same goes for calcium 
from milk products. The 
countries with the most milk 
consumption are the same 
countries that are suffering 
the most from osteoporosis. 
The majority of hip fractures 
occur in Europe and North 
America, major milk con¬ 
sumers. In The British Medi¬ 
cal Journal, Dr John G F Cle- 
land states “patients with 
osteoporosis should gener¬ 
ally not be treated with cal¬ 
cium supplements, either 
alone or combined with 


vitamin D.” Instead of pills 
and milk, try getting a more 
absorbent form of calcium 
together with other vital nu¬ 
trients from the same place 
as the cow (is supposed 
to), green vegetables! My 
medical protocol. Biocom¬ 
patible Medicine, treats 
bone mineral loss differ¬ 
ently. First, I begin check¬ 
ing bone mineral loss when 
possible while patients are 
still young. Teenage years 
are a good time to be¬ 
gin checking bones. With 
a comprehensive blood 
test, we can determine the 
amount of minerals being 
lost. Detecting bone loss 
early gives us more time to 
correct the problem. 

If the blood test shows 
bone mineral loss, the sec¬ 
ond thing we do is look for 
the cause. Bones are the 
warehouse for minerals 
used by the body. Infec¬ 
tion, inflammation, insulin 
resistance, pharmaceutical 
and street drugs, smoking, 
toxic heavy metals, insec¬ 
ticides, and many more 
factors make the blood 
acidic. Trying to balance 
this acid environment, the 
body pulls minerals from the 
bone “warehouse.” Unfor¬ 
tunately the body does not 
replace those minerals by 
itself and “Swiss cheese" 
bones can result. The third 
phase of our protocol is 
to correct the acid envi¬ 
ronment of the body, by 
removing toxins and add¬ 
ing mineral rich foods and 
supplements. The miner¬ 
als lacking in today's foods 
that are important to bone 
health include, magnesium 
which needs to team up 
with vitamin B6 to regulate 
the absorption of calcium 
into bone. Never take just 
one B vitamin, always use a 
B complex with the specific 
B vitamins recommended 



by your nutritionist. Zinc 
deficiency reduces the 
number of osteoblasts, the 
cells that form bone, and 
can cause other health 
problems. Vitamin C helps 
individuals absorb calcium 
and iron from food in order 
to keep blood, bones, ten¬ 
dons and cell reproduction 
healthy. Lecithin breaks up 
fats and reduces them to 
microscopic particles help¬ 
ing control bad cholesterol. 
It also insures increased use 
of vitamins A, D, and E, and 
helps the body utilize cal¬ 
cium from food. 

Having corrected bone 
problems, you need to 
start rebuilding your mus¬ 
cles. Every anatomy stu¬ 
dent learns that bones 
grow in response to stron¬ 
ger muscles. We know 
that exercise is beneficial 
to us in many ways, from 
helping us lose weight and 
strengthening our muscles 
to helping to control insu¬ 
lin problems and keeping 
our hearts healthy and our 
lungs strong. 

Not only does exercise help 
our bones become stron¬ 
ger and denser, it helps 
them grow as well. Exer¬ 
cise is especially important 
for growing bones of chil¬ 
dren and teens, but also for 
continued health of adults 
of all ages. 

Get The Point The World 
Health Organization esti¬ 
mates the number of hip 
fractures worldwide due to 
osteoporosis is expected 
to rise three-fold by the 


middle of the next century, 
from 1.7 million in 1990 to 
6.3 million by 2050. Both 
health organizations and 
individuals must act now to 
avoid this impending epi¬ 
demic. You do not need to 
wait until you are older to 
find out that you have Swiss 
cheese bones. Come in so 
we can help you protect 
your bones. 

“Bone Mineral Loss in Aging 
and Biocompatible Medi¬ 
cine: Age Management 
Interventions - A Fresh Per¬ 
spective on Osteoporosis” 
was presented by Dr. Viana 
at the American Academy 
of Anti-Aging Medicine 
WORLD CONGRESS on AN¬ 
TI-AGING 2011. There is a 
chapter on Osteoporosis in 
Dr. Viana’s latest book. 
CARLOS VIANA, Ph. D. is 
an Oriental Medical Doctor 
(O.M.D.) having studied in 
Shanghai, China; a Board 
Cert. Clinical Nutritionist 
(C.C.N.), a fellow mem¬ 
ber of the Board Certified 
Association of Addiction 
Professionals (C.Ad.), the 
Chairperson of the Latin 
American Committee of 
the International Academy 
of Oral Medicine and Toxi¬ 
cology (IAOMT), a Rejuve¬ 
nating Cell Therapist and 
specializes in Anti-Aging 
Medicine, has a weekly 
radio program, writes and 
lectures extensively. For in¬ 
formation: VIANA NATURAL 
HEALING CENTER NV, Kibai- 
ma 7, Aruba, TEL: 585-1270 
FAX: 585-4789, Web Sight: 
www.vianaheal.com 
GIVE THE GIFT OF HEALTH 
THIS HOLIDAY SEASON! *Gift 
Certificates & Health Prod¬ 
ucts Available * Dr. Viana’s 
BOOK: Prescriptions from 
Paradise, Introduction to 
Biocompatible Medicine 
- Available at local Book¬ 
stores, Hotel Gift shops and 
Boticas. Signed copies at Vi¬ 
ana Healing Center, EBook 
Holiday Special at www. 
amazon.com, check for 
Events at: facebook.com/ 
vianahealingcenterO 
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The Morning Cruise the Different Island Cruise 

2 hours + refreshments. Departure 9:30 till 11:30 am 

* See the beautyful South part of the Island 

* Where no other boats go. 

* Experience an Xciting, Xhilarating on of a kind Cruise!! and 
you learn something about the Island @ the same time! 


Save $10 per couple for the morning cruise or save $5 
per couple for the afternoon cruise 


The Afternoon Cruise 30 min departure 1:00pm or 2:00pm 

* We take you to the northern tip of Aruba, where the waves are high 

* The Worlds nr 2 Beach and other Beaches 

* One of a kind High Speed Cruise of the North West side of the Island 
& you learn something about the Island @ the same time! 


Departure from MooMba Beach. 15 min prior right side of the pier. Guests who are 
staying at Palm Beach pick-up will be on the beach in front of the hotel. 


Private cruises 

Available 

CALL 5614118 

OR 

OCEANXARUBA@HOTMAIL.COM 

A great time for the whole family 


New search engine 
connects literary dots 


HILLEL ITALIE 
AP National Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Author 
Jennifer Gilmore is read¬ 
ing a biography of the late 
David Foster Wallace. She's 
curious about his most fa¬ 
mous book, the novel “In¬ 
finite Jest,” and wants to 
poke around on the Inter¬ 
net to learn more. 

Her destination is Small De¬ 
mons, www.smalldemons. 
com, an encyclopedia 
and “Storyverse” that cat¬ 
alogues names, places, 
songs, products and other 
categories for thousands of 
books. 

Officially launched in Au¬ 
gust, Small Demons is the 
book world’s latest mind 
game and guilty pleasure 
and a proving ground that 
everything really is con¬ 
nected. You can find out 
how many books mention 
the Beatles or the Pacific 
Ocean or Rice Krispies. You 
can find answers to ques¬ 
tions you never meant to 
ask, like whether writers fa¬ 
vor Marlboros or Camels 
(Camels have the edge, 
85-65), or which brands of 
cold medicine are cited in 
EL James’ “Fifty Shades of 
Grey” (NyQuil, Advil, Tyle¬ 
nol). “I was sure they fea¬ 
tured ‘Infinite Jest,’ which 
of course they have,” Gilm¬ 
ore, whose novels include 
“Something Red" and 
“Golden Country," wrote in 
a recent email. “I can get 
deep(er) into the Wallace 
brain there and as I do so, 
learn about the context, 
the ether around the book. 

I can relent and buy Witt¬ 
genstein or ‘Ethan Frome’ 
or Irving Berlin.” 

Small Demons founder Val¬ 
la Vakili, a former Yahoo 
executive, dates the idea 
back to 2005, November 
to be exact. He read Jean- 


Claude Izzo’s novel “Total 
Chaos” and became curi¬ 
ous about the book’s set¬ 
ting, in Marseille. The main 
character was a French 
police officer with a taste 
for malt whiskey and jazz 
and blues. 

“I had a vacation planned 
to Madrid and Paris, and I 
changed my Paris leg to go 
to Marseille instead,” Va¬ 
kili says. “I spent a week in 
Marseille drinking the drinks, 
eating the food, and roam¬ 
ing the streets described in 
the book. 

I came back from that trip 
convinced that many of 
the best experiences we 
can find are within books. 
And that if we could gather 
them all up and put them 
in one place, we could 
unlock a world of pretty 
incredible discovery.” The 
company’s name, which 
could be mistaken for a 
New Wave band, is itself 
a game of free associa¬ 
tion. Vakili was inspired in 
part by a Jorge Luis Borges 
passage declaring that his¬ 
tory “is the handwriting pro¬ 
duced by a Minor god in 
order to communicate with 
a Demon.” As Vakili sees it, 
“minor Gods” are writers, 
and demons the passion to 
read and to write. And so, 
“Small Demons,” or, as Va¬ 
kili likes to joke, the devil is in 
the details. Looking through 
the site is like knocking on a 
door, then another and an¬ 
other. 

You might start with Doris 
Kearns Goodwin's “Team of 
Rivals,” the basis for Steven 
Spielberg’s “Lincoln.” Click 
on the image of the book’s 
cover and you will find a 
variety of sub-categories: 
People in the book (from 
Lincoln himself to aboli¬ 
tionist Frederick Douglass), 
places identified, songs 


mentioned (“The Star-Span¬ 
gled Banner,” "La Marseil¬ 
laise”), newspapers cited. 
Each sub-category links 
to other sub-categories. 
Click on the icon for “The 
Star-Spangled Banner" 
and you'll see a list of oth¬ 
er books mentioning it, 
among them the unlikely 
bedfellows Joseph Hell¬ 
er's “Catch-22” and Ron¬ 
ald Reagan’s memoir “An 
American Life.” Click on the 
cover image of “Don Quix¬ 
ote,” which is referred to in 
“Team of Rivals,” and you’ll 
find additional background 
on the Cervantes novel 
and a “Buy” tab that allows 
you to purchase it from Am¬ 
azon.com, Barnes & Noble 
and independent stores. 
Publishers are sensitive to 
letting outside companies 
use copyrighted text and 
several members of the As¬ 
sociation of American Pub¬ 
lishers sued Google when 
the Internet giant began 
collecting snippets from 
books without permission. 
But Small Demons has the 
cooperation of most of the 
major publishers. One of the 
first was Simon & Schuster, 
where authors include Ste¬ 
phen King, Bob Woodward 
and David McCullough. 

“It was a unique approach 
that looked at the interior of 
books and provided discov¬ 
ery and browsing of books 
by utilizing fun and imagi¬ 
native concepts," said Si¬ 
mon & Schuster’s chief digi¬ 
tal officer, Ellie Hirschhorn. 
She cites a Simon & Schus¬ 
ter book, Walter Isaacson's 
“Steve Jobs,” as a text she 
enjoyed exploring. 

“Jobs himself was such a 
curious guy and his story 
had everything from Bob 
Dylan to marijuana to Bill 
Gates. It’s a fun way to drill 
around. "□ 



This computer image released by SmallDemons.com shows the 
home page of Small Demons, an encyclopedia and “Storyverse” 
that catalogues names, places, songs, products and other 
categories for thousands of books. 

Associated Press 



Restaurant 


S/wedal 


First Course 

SEAFOOD PROMENADE 
stuffed and baked to a golden color 

Escargot a la creme 

creamy garlic sauce with fresh mushrooms 
GARDEN SALAD BOULANGERE 
dressed with your choice of dressing 

Second Course 

SOUP OF THE DAY 
home made 

Third Course 

ROAST TENDERLOIN MEDICI 
a mediterranean speciality 
CHICKEN FLORENTINE 
baked stuffed with creamed spinach 
BROILED PORK MEDALLION 
with a dijon mustard sauce and apple mousse 
BAKED STUFFED GROUPER 
glazed with seafood thermidor 

Early Brid Dinner $22 

Only from 5pm - 7pm 

Fourth Course 

CHOCOLATE MOUSSE 
CHEESE CAKE 
ICE CREAM 

$ 22.00 plus Service Charge 
In combination with coupons will be a 
surcharge of $4.00 


FOR RESERVATION 




583-0899 


LG. Smith Biuh. 160 near the low rise Hotels 

































Our luxurious catamaran will take you 
to Aruba’s best snorkel spots. Visit 
the Antilla ship wreck and more. 


Morning and afternoon tours available 
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Book now! Via internet: www.redsailaruba.com or by phone: (+297) 586-1603 
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Stocks end sideways as ‘cliff’ talks continue 


STEVE ROTHWELL 
AP Business Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Stocks 
closed little changed 
Tuesday on Wall Street as 
budget talks continued in 
Washington. 

The Dow Jones industrial 
average closed down 
13.82 points at 12,951.78 
after trading in a narrow 
range of just 82 points. The 
Standard and Poor’s 500 
was down 2.41 points to 
1,407.05. The Nasdaq com¬ 
posite was down 5.51 at 
2,996.69. Investors are wait¬ 
ing on developments from 
Washington in the budget 
talks, which are aimed at 
avoiding the “fiscal cliff.” 
That refers to a series of 
sharp government spend¬ 
ing cuts and tax increases 
that begin to kick in Jan. 
1 and could eventually 
cause a recession. 


CHRISTOPHER S. RUGABER 
AP Economics Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — A 

measure of U.S. home pric¬ 
es rose 6.3 percent in Octo¬ 
ber compared with a year 
ago, the largest yearly gain 
since July 2006. The jump 
adds to signs of a come¬ 
back in the once-battered 
housing market. 

Core Logic also said Tues¬ 
day that prices declined 
0.2 percent in October 
from September, the sec¬ 
ond drop after six straight 
monthly increases. The 
monthly figures are not 
seasonally adjusted. The 
real estate data provider 
says the decline reflects the 
end of the summer home¬ 
buying season. 

Steady price increases are 
helping fuel a housing re¬ 
covery. They encourage 
more homeowners to sell 
their homes. And they en- 


President Barack Obama 
said Tuesday that a pro¬ 
posal by House Speaker 
John Boehner on Monday 
was “still out of balance.” 
Obama, in an interview 
with Bloomberg Television, 
insisted on higher taxes for 
wealthy Americans. Re¬ 
publicans, led by Boehner, 
have balked at Obama’s 
proposal of $1.6 trillion in 
additional taxes over a de¬ 
cade, and Monday called 
for increasing the eligibility 
age for Medicare and low¬ 
ering cost-of-living increas¬ 
es for Social Security ben¬ 
efits. “Politicians are doing 
their negotiating dance. 
They both start out on their 
extreme positions. The ques¬ 
tion is how long until they 
get into the middle," said 
Rex Macey, chief invest¬ 
ment officer at Wilmington 
Trust Investment Advisors 


tice would-be buyers to 
purchase homes before 
prices rise further. 

Home values are rising in 
more states and cities, ac¬ 
cording to the report. Prices 
increased in 45 states in Oc¬ 
tober, up from 43 fhe pre¬ 
vious monfh. The biggest 
increases were in Arizona, 


in Atlanta. Among stocks 
making big moves, Darden 
Restaurants, owner of the 
Olive Garden, Red Lobster 
and LongHorn Steakhouse 
restaurant chains, fell $5.02, 
or 9.6 percent, to $47.40 af¬ 
ter cutting its profit forecast 
for fiscal 2013. Separately, 
analysts at Credit Suisse 
said that restaurant-goers 
would “quickly lose their ap¬ 
petite" if the U.S. went over 
the “cliff" because the job 
cuts that would likely follow 
would curb discretionary 
spending. Stock trading will 
likely become increasingly 
more volatile the longer talks 
progress without a deal, 
said JJ Kinahan, chief deriv¬ 
atives strategist at TD Ameri- 
trade. “If you looked back 
a week ago, most people 
were under the impression 
that we’d get this solved 
fairly quickly,” Kinahan said. 


where prices rose 21.3 per¬ 
cent, and in Hawaii, where 
they were up 13.2 percent. 
The five states where prices 
declined were: Illinois, Dela¬ 
ware, Rhode Island, New 
Jersey, and Alabama. 

In 100 large metro areas, 
only 17 reported price de¬ 
clines. That’s an improve- 


“There hasn’t really been 
any positive news, or any 
positive movement, in 
the last few days, and 
with that it makes people 
more and more nervous.” 
Despite the slow pace of 
fhe talks, the stock market 
has gained back near¬ 
ly all of a post-election 
slide caused by concerns 
about the fiscal impasse. 
The S&P is now abouf 1.5 
percent below where it 
was on Nov. 6. In mid-No¬ 
vember it had dropped 
as much as 5 percent. Bill 
Gross, the managing di¬ 
rector of fund manager 
PIMCO, told investors in 
his regular newsletter that 
they should expect annu¬ 
alized bond returns of 3 to 
4 percent at best in the fu¬ 
ture and stock returns that 
are “only a few percent¬ 
age points higher.’O 


ment September, when 21 
reported declines. 
Mortgage rates are near 
record lows, while rents 
in many cities are rising. 
That makes home buying 
more affordable, pushing 
up demand. And more 
people are looking to buy 
or rent a home after liv¬ 
ing with relatives or friends 
during and immediately 
after the Great Recession. 
At the same time, the num¬ 
ber of available homes is 
at the lowest level in 10 
years, according to the 
National Association of 
Realtors. The combination 
of low inventory and rising 
demand pushes up prices. 
Last week, an index mea¬ 
suring the number of 
Americans who signed 
contracts to buy homes 
in October jumped to the 
highest level in almost six 
years.Q 


FedEx readies 
buyout offers 

SAMANTHA BOMKAMP 
AP Business Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — FedEx 
said Tuesday that it will be 
offering some employees 
up to two years’ pay to 
leave the company start¬ 
ing next year. 

The voluntary program is 
part of an effort by the 
world’s second-biggest 
package delivery com¬ 
pany to cut annual costs 
by $1.7 billion within three 
years. The restructuring is a 
response to a shift by cus¬ 
tomers away from premium 
package-delivery services 
and toward slower, less ex¬ 
pensive modes as the glob¬ 
al economy struggles to 
grow. Employees who vol¬ 
unteer for the program will 
receive four weeks of pay 
for every year of service, 
capped af fwo full years of 
base pay. FedEx has said 
previously that the buyouts 
should reduce “fixed head 
count by several thousand 
people.” Those eligible will 
be notified in February, 
and have until April to ap¬ 
ply. They’ll find out in May 
if they are accepted. The 
first wave of employees will 
leave on May 31, the last 
day of FedEx's fiscal year. 
The next wave will leave 
six months later and the fi¬ 
nal tranche will depart on 
May 31,2014. Founder and 
CEO Fred Smith said in Au¬ 
gust that most of the cuts 
will come in the company’s 
Express and Services units, 
which have been hurt the 
most by the global eco¬ 
nomic conditions. A major¬ 
ity of fhose employees are 
in the U.S. The Express unit is 
where FedEx got its start in 
1971, and it is still the com¬ 
pany’s biggest segment by 
far. The division moves 3.5 
million packages on an av¬ 
erage day, mostly by air.Q 



A measure of U.S. home prices rose 6.3 percent in October 
compared with a year ago, the largest yearly gain since July 
2006. The jump adds to signs of a comeback in the once-battered 
housing market. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh) 


US home prices make 6-year-high gains 
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de rm a i^Restau ra nt 

Palm Beach 186, next to Wendy’s 
/Rhone 736*4007 / 

info@oavana-amba.com 

Located within very shortj/yafking distanceVfHighrise Hotels. 



MTHENHC BERMAN COOKING 
ANI40 DIFFEIENT GERMAN BIER! 

Schnitzel, Weisswurst, Bratwurst, 
Sauerbraten, Spaetzle, Pork Shank 
with Sauerkraut, Kids entrees and 
much much more ... 


OPEN MON. - SAT. FROM 5PM, SUNDAY CLOSED! 


US bank earnings up 6.6%; most in 6 years 


MARCY GORDON 
AP Business Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — U S. 

banks earned more from 
July through September 
than in any other quarter 
over the past six years. The 
increase is further evidence 
that the industry is strength¬ 
ening four years after the 
2008 financial crisis. 

The Federal Deposit Insur¬ 
ance Corp. said Tuesday 
that the banking industry 
earned $37.6 billion in the 
third quarter, up 6.6 per¬ 
cent from $35.3 billion in 
the third quarter of 2011. 
About 57 percent of the 
banks reported improved 
earnings, which allowed 
them to set aside less for 
losses on loans. And the 
number of troubled banks 
fell to the lowest level in 
three years. For the sec¬ 
ond straight quarter, loans 
to consumers increased in 
most categories, including 


home mortgages and auto 
loans. That suggests banks 
are becoming less cau¬ 
tious, which could help the 


broader economy. More 
lending leads to more con¬ 
sumer spending, which 
drives roughly 70 percent 
of economic activity. 


“This was another quarter of 
gradual but steady recov¬ 
ery,” FDIC Chairman Martin 
Gruenberg said. “Overall 


the news is encouraging, 
but continuing downside 
economic risks remain." 
Gruenberg said banks are 
worried about what will 



U.S. banks earned more from July through September than in 
any other quarter over the past six years. The increase is further 
evidence that the industry is strengthening four years after the 
2008 financial crisis. (AP Photo/Gerry Broome) 


Icahn drops bid for Oshkosh 


NEW YORK (AP) — Billionaire 
investor Carl Icahn is giving 
up his bid to buy truck mak¬ 
er Oshkosh after less than 
25 percent of the compa¬ 
ny’s shares were tendered 
before his offer expired. 

Last week Icahn made it 
clear that he would walk 
away from his bid that val¬ 
ued the company at about 
$3 billion if the threshold 
wasn’t met. The tender of¬ 
fer expired on Monday, 
with about 22 percent of 
the shares tendered. 

Icahn, who is known for 
buying stakes in struggling 
companies and then shak¬ 
ing them up with mixed re¬ 
sults, had previously main¬ 
tained that Oshkosh Corp. 
needs new management 
and a new strategy. 

But he had said that he 


would “move on to other 
endeavors” if he did not 
get at least 25 percent 
of Oshkosh's shares in the 



Billionaire investor Carl Icahn 
said Tuesday, Dec. 4, 2012, he 
is giving up his bid to buy truck 
maker Oshkosh after less than 
25 percent of the company’s 
shares were tendered before 
his offer expired. 

(AP Photo/Mark Lennihan) 

tender offer. Icahn had 
said that the 25 percent 
level would show that he 
has enough support for his 
plans and would justify the 
extension of the $32.50 per 


share tender offer until the 
Wisconsin-based company 
holds its upcoming annu¬ 
al shareholders meeting. 
But Oshkosh had recom¬ 
mended that shareholders 
reject Icahn’s offer calling 
it “highly conditional, inad¬ 
equate and opportunistic.” 
The company had also en¬ 
acted a shareholder rights 
plan, known as a “poison 
pill," which is usually imple¬ 
mented by a business in or¬ 
der to protect the rights of 
existing shareholders in the 
event of a hostile takeover. 
Oshkosh's stock fell $1.43, 
or 4.7 percent, to $28.67 in 
morning trading Tuesday. 
Oshkosh shares rose to a 
52-week high of $31.65 on 
Nov. 23. They had traded 
as low as $18.49 in early 
June.Q 


happen with the “fiscal 
cliff.” That’s the name for 
automatic tax increases 
and spending cuts that will 
kick in next month unless 
President Barack Obama 
and congressional law¬ 
makers reach a deal by 
then to avert them 
Gruenberg also noted that 
banks' revenue increased 
3 percent in the third quar¬ 
ter from the same quarter 
a year ago, after showing 
sluggish growth in previ¬ 
ous quarters. A large part 
of the increase came from 
sales of loans to other in¬ 
stitutions. That shows con¬ 
tinued weakness in other 
sources of revenue, Gru¬ 
enberg said. Banks with 
assets exceeding $10 bil¬ 


lion drove the bulk of the 
earnings growth in the July- 
September period. While 
they make up just 1.5 per¬ 
cent of U.S. banks, they ac¬ 
counted for about 82 per¬ 
cent of the earnings. Those 
banks include Bank of 
America Corp., Citigroup 
Inc., JPMorgan and Wells 
Fargo & Co. Most of them 
have recovered with help 
from federal bailout money 
and record-low borrow¬ 
ing rates. The number of 
banks on the FDIC’s con¬ 
fidential “problem” list fell 
in the third quarter to 694, 
or around 9.6 percent of 
all federally insured banks. 
That compares with 732 
troubled banks in the sec¬ 
ond quarterO 
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PALM BEACH #33-A 


STEAK, SEAFOOD, B.B.Q. & FUN! 


Ex-Hadicurari BBQ & Grill with the same owner’s. 
We do our own daily fishing so we serve the freshest 
seafood on the Island. 

Very reasonable price, exciting menu and 

NO SERVICE CHARGE 
Dinner from 5:30 - 10:00 


Monday - Saturday 



FRESH CATCH & SEAFOOD 

We are located close to the High-rise 
hotel's at walking distance. 

RESERVATION REQUIRED 




TEL: 586-7333 
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^ I COMICS 


Mutts 



6 Chix 



Blondie 



Mother Goose & Grimm 


fcOTnDOOOKUKEM 
90UA17 TRUMP l OKAfc, 
CH\A PLAINT 




Baby Blues 



Zits 




Conceptis Sudoku 
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Difficulty Level ★ ★ ★ 12/05 

Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 Fashion show 
participant 
6 Dread 
10 Very eager 

14 Give one’s two 
cents’ worth 

15 “Arsenic and 
Old 

16 Remedy 

17 Baseball’s Yogi 

18 _ and crafts 

19 Extended 
family 

20 Athletic shoes 
22 Morphine or 

codeine, e.g. 

24 _ in; relented 

25 Oaths 

26 Go back on 
one’s promise 

29 Honking birds 

30 Run up a tab 

31 Follow as a 
result of 

33 Beginning; start 
37 Pass out cards 
39 Kerchief 

41 Word in some 
college names 

42 Boo-boo 

44 Firebug’s crime 

46 Fraternity letter 

47 Sixteen ounces 
49 Half-and-half 

container 
51 Lowly soil tiller 
of old Europe 

54 Detest 

55 Front train car 

56 Hardworking 

60 Enthusiastic 

61 Cain’s brother 

63 VCR insertion 

64 Nat King _ 

65 Barking marine 
mammal 

66 _ board; nail 
file 

67 Open-_; alert 

68 Strong urges 

69 _ away; 
dismisses 

DOWN 

1 Crowds 

2 Candid 

3 Urgent 


4 Infuriate 

5 Water pipe 
problem 

6 _ up; erupt 
suddenly 

7 All _; listening 

8 One-_ play; 
short drama 

9 Install new 
shoe bottoms 

10 Car crash 

11 Old Soviet 
labor camp 

12 Give a speech 

13 Autry & Wilder 

21_out; makes 

smooth 

23 Mexican dollar 

25 One’s equals 

26 _ off; galloped 
away 

27 Vase-shaped 
pitcher 

28 Close by 

29 Sentry 

32 Meager 

34 Aug.’s follower 

35 Resound 

36 Skinny 


38 Leaning 
40 _ point; center 
of attention 
43 Reddish horse 
45 Indigenous 
citizens 
48 Restless 
50 Current 
government 


51 Tranquillity 

52 Ambassador 

53 Spry; nimble 

54 Beverly CA 

56 College official 

57 Barbara _ 

58 Bookish fellow 

59 Playthings 

62 Stinging insect 
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T*J: 98*- 0697 f 503-7404 
Schatlnnd str. 70 

y°« r SW 

7 ^u<i[ity Apartments 

'Studio 6 . Loft Apts. "Fully Furnished 

^Kitchen / Air<p / £uhp£ TV * Swimi^ng- PmI 

Lens tK« 1 rrufc fwi Eagle fttaeh A 4 sypenraketE. 
Feel free ta contact or visit lls. 

Mgrt - Frii 8grn-?pw. 5 flt A S^iri; 9om-5pen 




OnluiK 


Las Rocas 17 -D 

Wr p-it diMod- Chi* J-t^rwrs/ 

2 iHfU^ocim Pkit floor, ono- 
Vlgrey qaurtyjrd condp, 
located in the upscale 
communityTicfrj dH W 
■rt'-ih ioEsof cofrvnprifty 
NnilitiL'v Thr^ondo I* wrll 
mainlined, lecenrly painted 
^nd rn.idyCo moviHn.Thp-ratal 
arnpH tj^or and rarm^ 
hMi« d™ car garage. 


US S 389 . 00 Q,- 
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Best & Solid fteai Estate 


Palm Beach 4-G 
Tel,: 566 4242 
www.1mbahouses.com 


A new office. 

A better way to buy 
and sell real estate. 


We are excited to announce 
the opening of our second office 

the Radisson Aruba Resort, 


Caldwell Banker Aruba Realty 

Radisson Aruba Resort 
J.E. Irausquin Bfvd. 61 
Phone (297)586-6672 


COLDUUeU. 
BANKER □ 



www.coldwellbanker.aw 
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Beach Villas at Divi Phoenix (NEW) 

Wk 7,8,9 IB &2B units from $9500 
Marriott Aruba Surf Club 

Platinum Season 

0V $18k OS $19k OF $29K 

3 BEDRM $29k 

Plat Plus Holiday 51 0V -$42k 

Plat Plus NY 52 0V- $49k 

GOLD Season 

OS $1 Ok OV $9500 

Oceanfront$17k 

3 BEDRM OV $17,000 

Marriott Aruba Ocean Club 

Platinum 2B OV$19k 
Oceanfront PLAT $29k 
Platinum IB OV $12,500 
Gold season 2B OV $10,000 
Oceanfront 2B $17,000 
IB Oceanfront $9,500 
La Cabana Beach & Racquet Club 

**Preferred Resale Company** 

ALL summer & fall weeks starting 
at $3k 

Studio, IBdrm & 2Bdrm available. 
Costa Linda & Playa Linda inventory 
We also RENT Aruba weeks for 
owners. 

Contact us to BUY, SELL or RENT any 
timeshare property. 
www.conciergerealty.com 

Concierge Realty 
Michelle Donato 
michelledonato@cfl.rr.com 

Licensed Real Estate Broker 
888-888-2204 X-101 
321-206-6293 Local Florida 


If you have 
interest in 
selling or 
Buying ANY 
timeshare 
contact us! 

Michelle Donato 



Psychic Kira Solves 
problems where 
others have failed. 

Karma,aura, and chakra 
readings and 
cleansings. 
Results Guaranteed. 
814-851-6474 


Psychic canile Duning 
Solves problems with 
complete 

satisfaction,specializing 
in love. 

Calls enemies names. 
Removes negativity. 
Solves all problems 
Guaranteed Results. 
817-834-4261 


ST^tP 

Violonca A gai n :'.! Wanna a 


FOR SALE 

Condo in Gold Coast 
Everything’s included in 
this 2 Br 2 V 2 bath unit 
check it out now at 
www.arubarental.info 

or call 562-0735 free 
pick up 

_ 113454 

FOR RENT 

Time Shares for rent / sale 
wk 46 Aruba Beach Club 
Rm 136 $3200 

wk 47 Tropicana 1 br 11/24 starts, 
need offer 

La Cabana Rm 105 C, fri 1 br 
ground fl, 12/7 starts $3200 BO. 
Call 565-9394 E-mail: 
rmwimw@aol.com 

US 508-651-0016 

_ 197786 

FOR SALE 

Time Shares for sale 
wk 48, 12/1 

Divi Phoenix 3 Rm Pent House 
Suite, Rm 416 ocean front 2 br, 

2 bath, sleeps 6, all amenities 
$6700 call local 565-9394 
E-mail: rmwimw@aol.com 
US 508-651-0016 

197787 

LA CABANA 

Fixed week owners, 
protect your interest. 

Join FWOA 
fwoa1@verizon.net 

113141 

FOR SALE 

House for sale by owner 
Close to the beach in Alto Vista in 
nice Residential area, property 
land smart electricity hot water and 
furniture. I will reduced the price at 
$160,000 due to emergency 
reasons for more info. 594-6639 


ARUBA 



Dl NOS E TA! 



DOCTOR 

ON DUTY 


L 

ORANJESTAD 

hi 

i J 

k_ 

5 December 

Dr. v/d Linde 


Pharmacy on duty 

ORANJESTAD: 


Botica di Serv. Noord Tel: 586-4606 


SAN NICOLAAS: 


Botica Seroe Preto Tel: 584-4833 


Oranjestad 

Ambulance 

582-1234 

Police 

582-4000 

San Nicolas 

Ambulance 

584-5050 

Police Station 

584-5000 

BGD San Nicolas 

584-1606 

Valero Security 

584-1720 

Services 

Information 

118 

Setar 

582-5151 

Taxi 

582-2116 

Taxi- Tas 

587-5900 

Profesional Taxi 

588-0035 

Taxi D.T.S. 

587-2300 

Service Aruba 

583-3232 

CRUISE SHIP 



Police 


Police 
Oranjestad 
Noord 
Sta. Cruz 
Savaneta 
San Nicolas 


581- 1100 

582- 4000 
587-0009 
585-4710 
584-7000 
584-5000 


Emergency 

Numbers 


Emergency 
Police 
Fire Dept. 

Fire Dept. II 
Police Tipline 
Hospital 




Dec. 5 Ocean Dream 


Aruba Airport 
American Airlines 
Avianca 
Dutch Antilles 
Insel Air 
Jet Blue 
Spirit Airlines 
Suriname Airways 
Tiara Air 
Venezolana 


Tel:524-2424 
Tel: 582-2700 
Tel: 588-0059 
Tel: 588-1900 
Tel: 588-9314 
Tel: 588-2244 
Tel: 582-7117 
Tel: 582-7896 
Tel: 588-4272 
Tel: 583-7674 


Foundation 
Fellowship Clinic 

Tel: 584-6440 

Alcoholism & Drug Addiction, 
Anonymity guaranteed 

Foundation Anti-Droga 
Aruba 

(FADA) Tel: 583-2999 

Foundation 

Respetami 

Tel: 582-4433 

Diabetic Foundation 
Arubano 

Tel: 583-3808 

Narcotics Anonymous 

Tel: 583-8989 

Foundation Amor 
pa Prohimo 

Tel: 583-3354 / 586-6976 

Women in Difficulties 
Foundation 

Tel: 583-5400 
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^ I SCIENCE 



Fast-growing fish may never wind up on your plate 



This undated 2010 handout photo provided by AquaBounty Technologies shows two same-age 
salmon, a genetically modified salmon, rear, and a non-genetically modified salmon, foreground. 


Associated Press 


MATTHEW PERRONE 
AP Health Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — 

Salmon that has been ge¬ 
netically modified to grow 
twice as fast as normal 
could soon show up on 
American dinner plates. 
That is, if the company that 
makes the fish can stay 
afloat. 

After weathering concerns 
about everything from the 
safety of humans eating 
the salmon to their impact 
on the environment, Aqu- 
abounty was poised to be¬ 
come the world’s first com¬ 
pany to sell fish whose DNA 
has been altered to speed 
up growth. 

The U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration in 2010 con¬ 
cluded that Aquabounty’s 
salmon was as safe to eat 
as the traditional variety. 
The agency also said that 
there's little chance that 
the salmon could escape 
and breed with wild fish, 
which could disrupt the 
fragile relationships be¬ 
tween plants and animals 
in nature. But more than 
two years later the FDA has 
not approved the fish, and 
Aquabounty is running out 
of money. 

“It's threatening our very 
survival," says Ron Sto- 
tish, chief executive of the 
company. “We only have 
enough money to survive 


until January 2013, so we 
have to raise more. But 
the unexplained delay has 
made raising money very 
difficult.” 

The FDA says it's still working 
on the final piece of its re¬ 
view, a report on the poten¬ 
tial environmental impact 
of the salmon that must be 
published for comment be¬ 
fore an approval can be 
issued. That means a final 
decision could be months, 
even years away. While 
the delay could mean that 
the faster-growing salmon 
will never wind up on din¬ 
ner tables, there’s more at 
stake than seafood. 
Aquabounty is the only U.S. 
company publicly seeking 
approval for a genetical¬ 


ly-modified animal that i’s 
raised to be eaten by hu¬ 
mans. And scientists worry 
that its experience with 
the FDA's lengthy review 
process could discourage 
other U.S. companies from 
investing in animal biotech¬ 
nology, or the science of 
manipulating animal DNA 
to produce a desirable 
trait. That would put the 
U.S. at a disadvantage at a 
time when China, India and 
other foreign governments 
are pouring millions of dol¬ 
lars each year into the po¬ 
tentially lucrative field that 
could help reduce food 
costs and improve food 
safety. 

Already, biotech scientists 
are changing their plans to 
avoid getting stuck in FDA- 
related regulatory limbo. 
Researchers at the Uni¬ 
versity of California, Davis 
have transferred an experi¬ 
mental herd of genetically- 
engineered goats that pro¬ 
duce protein-enriched milk 
to Brazil, due to concerns 
about delays at the FDA. 
And after investors raised 
concerns about the slow 
pace of the FDA’s Aqu¬ 
abounty review, Canadian 
researchers in April pulled 
their FDA application for 


a biotech pig that would 
produce environmentally- 
friendly waste. 

“The story of Aquabounty 
is disappointing because 
everyone was hoping the 
company would be a clear 
signal that genetic modifi¬ 
cation in animals is now ac¬ 
ceptable in the U.S.,” said 
Professor Helen Sang, a 
geneticist at the University 
of Edinburgh in Scotland 
who is working to develop 
genetically modified chick¬ 
ens that are resistant to bird 
flu. “Because it's gotten so 
bogged down — and pre¬ 
sumably cost AquaBounty 
a huge amount of money 
— I think people will be put 
off.” 

AGAINST THE CURRENT 

The science behind genet¬ 
ic modification is not new. 
Biotech scientists say that 
genetic manipulation is a 
proven way to reduce dis¬ 
ease and enrich plants and 
animals, raising productivity 
and increasing the global 
food supply. Genetically 
modified corn, cotton and 
soybeans account for more 
than four-fifths of those 
crops grown in the U.S., 
according to the National 
Academies of Sciences. 

But there have always 


been critics who are wary 
of tinkering with the genes 
of living animals. They say 
the risk is too great that 
modified organisms can 
escape into the wild and 
breed with native species. 
Not that we don't already 
eat genetically altered 
animals. Researchers say 
the centuries-old practice 
of selective breeding is its 
own form of genetic en¬ 
gineering, producing the 
plumper cows, pigs and 
poultry we eat today. 

“You drive a hybrid car be¬ 
cause you want the most 
efficient vehicle you can 
have. So why wouldn't you 
want the most efficient ag¬ 
riculture you can have?” 
asks Alison Van Eenen- 
naam, a professor of ani¬ 
mal science at University of 
California, Davis. 
Aquabounty executives 
say their aim is to make 
the U.S. fish farming indus¬ 
try, or aquaculture, more 
efficient, environmentally 
friendly and profitable. 
After all, the U.S. imports 
about 86 percent of its sea¬ 
food, in part, because it has 
a relatively small aquacul¬ 
ture industry. Aquaculture 
has faced pushback in the 
U.S. because of concerns 
about pollution from large 
fish pens in the ocean, 
which generate fish waste 
and leftover food. 
Aquabounty executives 
figure that the U.S. aqua¬ 
culture industry can be 
transformed by speeding 
up the growth of seafood. 
The company picked At¬ 
lantic salmon because 
they are the most wide¬ 
ly-consumed salmon in 
the U.S. and are farmed 
throughout the world: In 
2010, the U.S. imported 
more than 200,000 tons of 
Atlantic salmon, worth over 
$1.5 billion, from countries 
like Norway, Canada and 
ChileO 



Massage and escort service 

Pick up dr Delivery 24/7 

Serving Mon-Couples- Women 
All Geaders 

Red Light Tour 

CftwM* ujgwy m rriii/iktsf 

The best in the Caribbean 


The First & Only Legal One m Aruba Since 1997 

^ IN & OUT CALL 
FREE PICKUP 


Yap Yum 


662-2612 

aiulMcs«rl!@(icilmflik£ 



Safe Tours to the Red Light District with private guide: 

A 3 Hours tour includes a FREE Bottle of Wine 

Wtp Wwl - Up tdtm ■ ftp VmM - Wit YMH> ■ T W Wmt - ft# Tftin* ■ fti 


24 Hours Straight Service 
7 Pays a Week ANYTIME 

Vhi « - Vnp Viim ■ ftp rum ■ top Ywf 


Massage Service 


We service Men, 
Women & Couples 


■ We Guarantee 
* Quality, Service & Reliability 

B Yhtpv Vmfti ■ Trtp Yiim ■ T*p r Vnp Yum 
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George Takei beams into Archie’s Riverdale 


MATT MOORE 
Associated Press 
PHILADELPHIA (AP) — Mr. 

Sulu in Riverdale? Oh my! 
Actor and equal rights 
advocate George Takei, 
whose portrayal of the Star 
Trek character in television 
and film has made him a 
science fiction legend, is 
crossing a new frontier this 
week by appearing as him¬ 
self in issue No. 6 of Archie 
Comics’ “Kevin Keller,” a 
series about Riverdale's 
only gay teenager. 

Takei, who is also gay, said 


his appearance in the issue 
that is released Wednesday 
dovetails nicely with his re¬ 
al-life advocacy for equal 
rights because it helps bring 
home his message that 
anyone can aspire to be 
what they want to be no 
matter who they are. 

“With Archie Comics, it’s a 
fun way and a natural way 
and an ideal way of advo¬ 
cating happily," Takei said. 
Jon Goldwater, Archie 
Comics' co-chief executive 
officer, said writer and artist 
Dan Parent “met George 


at a convention and asked 
him if he'd be interested 
in appearing in the Kevin 
Keller comic, and being a 
huge Star Trek fan I flipped 
when he agreed. 

Sulu was always my favor¬ 
ite character so I said do 
whatever it takes to get him 
in the comic." 

Takei, who is signing copies 
of the comic Wednesday 
at Midtown Comics in New 
York, was quick to say yes. 

“I remember as a preteen 
and a teenager, I used to 
read Archie Comics,” said 


Hugh Hefner fiancee 
obtain marriage license 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — Hugh 
Hefner and Crystal Harris 
are again taking steps to¬ 
ward the altar, more than 
a year after the centerfold 
canceled their previous en¬ 
gagement and was brand¬ 
ed a “runaway bride" in 
Playboy. 

The couple obtained a 
marriage license Tuesday 
at a courthouse in Beverly 
Hills. 

Harris called off the cou¬ 
ple’s previous engage¬ 
ment in June 2011, prompt¬ 
ing Playboy to affix “run¬ 
away bride" stickers to an 
issue introducing her as 
Mrs. Hefner. 

Celebrity website TMZ first 
reported the couple’s li¬ 
cense. It says they reunited 
earlier this year and plan to 
wed on New Year's Eve. 



In this April 26, 2010 file photo, Hugh Hefner, left, and Crystal 
Harris arrive at the premiere of “Iron Man 2” at the El Capitan 
Theatre in Los Angeles. 

Associated Press 


LA County Recorder Public 
Information Officer Eliza¬ 
beth Knox says the license 
is valid for 90 days. 

The Playboy founder has 
been married twice be¬ 
fore. His spokeswoman Teri 
Thomerson didn't imme¬ 
diately return a message 
TuesdayO 


This comic book cover released by Archie Comics shows an 
animated depiction of George Takei as Mr. Sulu from “Star Trek,” 
center, with Archie characters for issue No. 6 of Archie Comics’ 
“Kevin Keller,” series about Riverdale's only gay teenager. 

Associated Press 


Takei, 75, who grew up in 
California. “I was so flat¬ 
tered." 

In the story Takei is the sub¬ 
ject of an essay by Keller 
who cites him as an inspi¬ 
rational hero — not just for 
his acting — but his advo¬ 
cating on behalf of Asian- 
Americans and gays and 
lesbians, too. 

“I've always been an advo¬ 
cate. I grew up in two U.S. 
internment camps. I was 
too young to understand 
that at the time,” he said. 
“As a teenager I couldn’t 
reconcile what I was read¬ 


ing in my civics books with 
my boyhood.” 

That led him to realize that 
he would have to speak 
out and up for equality, 
something he’s been doing 
publicly since coming out 
in 2005. It’s also gotten him 
nearly 3.1 million fans on 
Facebook where he blends 
humor, 

nerdiness and earnestness 
in his postings. 

“Humor plays and kittens 
play," he said of his page. 
“And I slip in a little advo¬ 
cacy in between because 
it's me."Q 


Frankie Muniz tweets 
that he had a ‘mini stroke’ 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — Actor 
Frankie Muniz says he was 
hospitalized last week after 
suffering a “mini stroke.” 
The former star of “Malcolm 
in the Middle" wrote on 
Twitter Tuesday that he was 
treated Friday for a “mini 
stroke," which he describes 
as “not fun at all.” 

He says he has to “start tak¬ 
ing care of my body. Get¬ 
ting old!” but provided no 
other details. 

Muniz turns 27 

Wednesday.Q 





The Blue 
^Ifflbster 

WttniUtflOBUJ. CUS"lt & L0B51 hOUS* 

Phone; 586-3643 


Slit 1 is from \L rt 
Jersey. USA. ” 
her 

Aruba 

on iter honey mo 
What Silt vis Tht 
most of Aruba is 

Ituihliini 1 ! Slit is, 

staying at (lie 
Occidental Cram). 

WINNER □ I TRIP ADVISORS CERTIF1CATT DFEICELIEKDE2D1? 
Rest CjDbster House and imtntationil 
Cuisine's Rusiauranl 































Wednesday, December 5, 2012 


^ I PEOPLE & ARTS 



Fleetwood Mac readies tour and new music 


MESFIN FEKADU 
AP Music Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Fleet- 
wood Mac is heading 
back on the road, and 
that means the top-selling 
group will release new mu¬ 
sic — sort of. 

On its 34-city North Ameri¬ 
can tour, which kicks off 
April 4 in Columbus, Ohio, 
the band will perform two 
new songs, and it could 
mean a new album will fol¬ 
low. Or not. 

Stevie Nicks recently sang 
on tracks that Lindsey Buck¬ 
ingham, Mick Fleetwood 
and John McVie worked 
on, calling the sessions 



This March 19, 2009 file photo shows John McVie, left, and Stevie 
Nicks of Fleetwood Mac performing at Madison Square Garden 
in New York. Fleetwood Mac is heading back on the road with a 
34-city U.S. tour kicking off April 3, 2013 in Columbus, Ohio. 

Associated Press 


“great.” But Nicks also says 
she’s not sure where the 
band fits in today’s music 
industry. 

“Whether or not we’re gon¬ 
na do any more (songs), we 
don’t know because we're 
so completely bummed out 
with the state of the music 
industry and the fact that 
nobody even wants a full 
record,” she said. 

“Everybody wants two 
songs, so we're going to 
give them two songs.” 

Nicks said depending on 
the response to the new 
tracks — which Bucking¬ 
ham calls “the most Fleet- 


wood Mac-y stuff ... in a 
long time" — more material 
could come next. 

“Maybe we’ll get an EP out 
of it or something,” Bucking¬ 
ham said. 

Nicks will continue to re¬ 
cord solo albums, though. 
The group is celebrating 
the 35th anniversary of the 
best-selling “Rumours” al¬ 
bum, which has moved 
some 20 million units in the 
United States. 

She knows that’s not pos¬ 
sible again, despite the suc¬ 
cess of Adele’s “21which 
has sold 10 million units in 
America in less than two 
years. 


“This is Adele’s ‘Rumours,’" 
Nicks said. “She had a 
baby, she’s going to take a 
year off to take care of her 
baby — that's why I never 
had any kids. She’s going 
to go back and start writ¬ 
ing again, you never know 
what the next record’s go¬ 
ing to be. 

Is it going to sell 10 million 
records? You don’t know," 
she said. 

Buckingham said he initially 
wanted to record a new al¬ 
bum, but Nicks “wasn’t too 
into that.” But the guitarist 
and singer knows that new 
music isn’t a priority for the 
band’s fans. □ 


Michael Richards signed 


to TV Land sitcom pilot 



This Nov. 17, 2004 file photo shows actor-comedian Michael 
Richards at the release of the first three seasons of the “Seinfeld” 
on DVD in New York. 

Associated Press 


NEW YORK (AP) — TV Land 
says it has cast “Seinfeld” 
star Michael Richards in a 
pilot for a prospective new 
sitcom. 

The series, “Giant Baby,” 
also would feature fellow 
“Cheers” alums Kirstie Alley 
and Rhea Perlman. 

TV Land said Tuesday the 
pilot will be taped next 
week. 

“Giant Baby" focuses on 
Broadway star Maddie 
Banks, played by Alley. 
Richards plays her limo driv¬ 
er while Perlman plays her 
assistant. 

This would be Richards’ first 
regular series role since his 
short-lived eponymous NBC 
sitcom aired in 2000. Before 
that, he played Jerry Sein¬ 
feld’s kookie neighbor Cos¬ 
mo Kramer on the wildly 
popular “Seinfeld" series. 


In the meantime, Richards 
performed as a standup 
comedian. He lost his tem¬ 
per while being heckled 


at a club in 2006 and was 
caught on tape shout¬ 
ing the N-word. He later 
apologized .□ 


Review: Cook’s latest 
thriller is 1 of his best 



This undated publicity pho¬ 
to provided by courtesy of 
G.P. Putnam’s Sons shows the 
cover of Robin Cook’s book, 
“Nano.” 

Associated Press 

WAKA TSUNODA 
Associated Press 

Ever since his debut as a 
medical thriller writer more 
than 30 years ago, Robin 
Cook, M.D., has used ev¬ 
erything from organ trans¬ 
plants to alien viruses as 
the subject of his novels. In 
his latest, “Nano,” he tack¬ 
les nanotechnology. 

It is an excellent choice, 
because public interest is 
high in this young science. 
Nanotechnology allows 
scientists to manipulate 
materials at the molecular 
level. 

As the protagonist, the 
author brings back Pia 
Grazdani, who uncovered 
a murder disguised as a 
laboratory accident in 
Cook’s last novel, “Death 
Benefit.” She was a medi¬ 
cal student then. Now, she 


is a researcher at Nano 
LLC, a nanotechnology 
research company in Boul¬ 
der, Colorado. 

Despite unwelcome atten¬ 
tion from the company’s 
founder-CEO, who is ob¬ 
sessed with her Italian-AI- 
banian beauty, Pia is hap¬ 
py enough in her new life. 
Then, a troubling incident 
occurs, and everything 
changes. 

While out jogging, she 
finds a Chinese man lying 
on the road, seemingly in 
cardiac arrest. She rushes 
him to a local hospital, but 
before he can be treated, 
Pia’s company supervisor 
arrives with armed guards 
and two official-looking 
Chinese men and forc¬ 
ibly takes custody of the 
patient. Pia is ordered to 
forget about the entire epi- 
sode.The order has just the 
opposite effect. She vows 
to find out what all these 
Chinese characters have 
to do with Nano, and what 
is going on in the compa¬ 
ny’s high-security complex 
surrounded by barbed- 
wire fences. 

In “Death Benefit," Pia 
came across as a rather 
unattractive character, in¬ 
sensitive to other people's 
feelings. In “Nano,” she has 
blossomed into a perfect 
protagonist for a thriller — 
gutsy, tenacious, expert in 
the martial arts and willing 
to take risks to get to the 
bottom of a mystery. 
“Nano” is one of Cook’s 
best.Q 


Kutcher is Jobs, Seyfried 
is Lovelace at Sundance 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — Ashton Kutcher as Apple co-found¬ 
er Steve Jobs and Amanda Seyfried as porn star Linda 
Lovelace are among the highlights at January's Sun¬ 
dance Film Festival. 

Kutcher headlines director Joshua Michael Stern’s “jOBS,” 
one of 18 star-studded premieres announced Monday for 
Robert Redford’s independent-cinema showcase. Chron¬ 
icling 30 years in the life of the Apple mastermind who 
died last year, “jOBS” is the closing-night film at Sundance, 
which runs Jan. 17-27 in Park City, Utah. 

Seyfried has the title role in Rob Epstein and Jeffrey Fried¬ 
man's “Lovelace,” a portrait of the adult-film actress who 
became an anti-porn crusader years after starring in the 
hardcore hit “Deep Throat.” 

Other premieres playing Sundance include films featuring 
Scarlett Johansson, Dakota Fanning, Shia LaBeouf, Ethan 
Hawke, Holly Hunter and Naomi Watts.□ 
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The Big Budget Mumble 


THOMAS L. FRIEDMAN 
©2012 New York Times DARKUSH, 
Syria -The scene is almost biblical. 
You step down through tall reeds, 
cross the Orontes River from Tur¬ 
key in a small rowboat and are 
received by a local contingent 
of the Free Syrian Army, outside 
the Syrian town of Darkush. One 
of them shows you the picture on 
his cellphone of a Syrian girl who 
was just taken across the river to 
Turkey with what turned out to be 
fatal wounds from a Syrian army 
helicopter attack on her village. 
The helicopters, the rebel soldiers 
say, dropped barrels with nails 
and explosives on her house. 
Meanwhile, over here in the mud 
are three fresh graves with bodies 
that just floated down the river. 
Some days it’s just an arm or leg 
that washes up. 

Although this is “liberated” ter¬ 
ritory, in the background you 
can hear the low drumbeat of 
shells slamming into some town 
over the hills. I ask the rebel local 
commander, Muatasim Bila Abul 
Fida, how he thinks all of this will 
play out. His answer strikes me as 
very honest. “Without the help of 
Iran and Hezbollah, he would be 
gone by now,” he says of Syrian 
President Bashar Assad. But even 
after he goes, there will be a 
great sorting out. “It will take five 
or six years,” he adds, because 
the Islamist parties “want Shariah, 
and we want democracy.” 

In my visit along the Turkey-Syria 
border, I am struck at how so 
many different people want so 
many different things for Syria. It 
is unnerving. A Christian business¬ 
man from Aleppo tells me that 
if a real election were held in 
Syria today, the besieged Assad 
would still win “with 75 percent of 
the vote,” because most Syrians 
crave the order that he provided 
and are exhausted by war. But 
a few hours earlier at an impres¬ 
sively run Syrian refugee camp 
set up by Turkey outside the 
Turkish border town of Antakya, 
I interviewed young Syrian Sunni 
Muslim men who had fled from 
the Assad family’s largely Alawite 
stronghold of Latakiya, just down 
the coast. They spoke about the 
deep unfairness of the Syrian sys¬ 
tem and how Alawites were get¬ 
ting an unfair share of the pie. 
“When we first protested to de¬ 
mand reforms, the regime did 
not do anything,” said Yahya 
Afacesa, “and then we started 
to shout and demand freedom, 


and the regime attacked us. So 
there was no way to fight the re¬ 
gime peacefully.” 

A case in point: In Antakya I met 
two Turkish logistics experts. They 
spoke about the “Arab foreign 
legion” of Islamist fighters from 
as far away as Chechnya and 
Libya who have come through 
their town and crossed the Oron¬ 
tes to join the battle in Syria. They 
scoffed at the idea that Syria will 
emerge as a democracy from a 
war in which its main arms sup¬ 
pliers are the Islamic-oriented 
monarchies of Saudi Arabia and 
Qatar. The main Saudi and Qa¬ 
tari desire is that Syria shift from 
being an Iranian-Shiite-dominat- 
ed country to a Sunni-dominated 
one. Democracy per se is not 
their priority. 

One of the two Turkish experts has 
another business in Qatar. To get 
permission to work and operate 
in Qatar, he explained, he needs 
a local Qatari to sponsor his work 
permit. “If you have a work per¬ 
mit and you want to leave the 
country, you need your sponsor 
to give you written permission,” 
he noted. “If your sponsor dies, 
his son inherits that right.” His Qa¬ 
tari sponsor’s son is very young. 
Yet, “if he says I cannot leave, I 
cannot leave. I do business ((in 
Qatar)) but I have no rights at all. 
... We joke that we are ‘modern 
slaves’ there. And this country 
is trying to bring democracy to 
Syria?” 

These stories illuminate for me 
the enormous number of cross¬ 
currents and mixed motives 
driving this revolution. Without a 
strong, galvanizing Syrian leader 
with a compelling unifying vi¬ 
sion, backed by the international 
community, getting rid of Assad 
will not bring order to Syria. And 
disorder in Syria will not have the 
same consequences as disorder 
in other countries in the region. 
Syria is the keystone of the Middle 
East. If and how it cracks apart 
could recast this entire region. 
The borders of Syria have been 
fixed ever since the British and 
French colonial powers carved 
up the Arab provinces of the Ot¬ 
toman Empire after World War I. 
If Assad is toppled and you have 
state collapse here, Syria’s civil 
war could go regional and chal¬ 
lenge all the old borders - as the 
Shiites of Lebanon seek to link 
up more with the Alawite/Shiites 
of Syria, the Kurds in Syria, Iraq, 
Iran and Turkey try to link up with 
each other and create an inde¬ 
pendent Kurdistan, and the Sun¬ 
nis of Iraq, Jordan and Syria draw 
closer to oppose the Shiites of 
Lebanon, Syria, Iran, Iraq, Saudi 
Arabia and Bahrain. 

We could be entering a new age 
of Middle East border-drawing - 
the do-it-yourself version - where 
the borders of the Middle East 
get redrawn, not by colonial 
outsiders from the top down but 
by the Middle Easterners them¬ 
selves, from the bottom up.Q 



PAUL KRUGMAN 

© 2012 New York Timesln the on¬ 
going battle of the budget, Presi¬ 
dent Barack Obama has done 
something very cruel. Declaring 
that this time he won’t negotiate 
with himself, he has refused to lay 
out a proposal reflecting what he 
thinks Republicans want. Instead, 
he has demanded that Repub¬ 
licans themselves say, explicitly, 
what they want. And guess what: 
They can’t or won’t do it. 

No, really. While there has been a 
lot of bluster from the GOP about 
how we should reduce the defi¬ 
cit with spending cuts, not tax in¬ 
creases, no leading figures on the 
Republican side have been able 
or willing to specify what, exactly, 
they want to cut. 

And there’s a reason for this reti¬ 
cence. The fact is that Republi¬ 
can posturing on the deficit has 
always been a con game, a play 
on the innumeracy of voters and 
reporters. Now Obama has de¬ 
manded that the GOP put up or 
shut up - and the response is an 
aggrieved mumble. 

Here’s where we are right now: 
As his opening bid in negotia¬ 
tions, Obama has proposed rais¬ 
ing about $1.6 trillion in additional 
revenue over the next decade, 
with the majority coming from 
letting the high-end Bush tax cuts 
expire and the rest from measures 
to limit tax deductions. He would 
also cut spending by about $400 
billion, through such measures 
as giving Medicare the ability to 
bargain for lower drug prices. 


Republicans have howled in out¬ 
rage. Sen. Orrin Hatch, delivering 
the GOP reply to the president’s 
weekly address, denounced 
the offer as a case of “bait and 
switch,” bearing no relationship 
to what Obama ran on in the 
election. 

In fact, however, the offer is more 
or less the same as Obama’s orig¬ 
inal 2013 budget proposal and 
also closely tracks his campaign 
literature. 

So what are Republicans offering 
as an alternative? They say they 
want to rely mainly on spending 
cuts instead. Which spending 
cuts? Ah, that’s a mystery. In fact, 
until late last week, as far as I can 
tell, no leading Republican had 
been willing to say anything spe¬ 
cific at all about how spending 
should be cut. 

The veil lifted a bit when Sen. 
Mitch McConnell, in an interview 
with The Wall Street Journal, final¬ 
ly mentioned a few things - rais¬ 
ing the Medicare eligibility age, 
increasing Medicare premiums 
for high-income beneficiaries 
and changing the inflation ad¬ 
justment for Social Security. But 
it’s not clear whether these rep¬ 
resent an official negotiating po¬ 
sition - and in any case, the arith¬ 
metic just doesn’t work. 

Start with raising the Medicare 
age. This is, as I’ve argued in the 
past, a terrible policy idea. But 
even aside from that, it’s just not 
a big money saver, largely be¬ 
cause 65- and 66-year-olds have 
much lower health costs than 
the average Medicare recipient. 
When the Congressional Budget 
Office analyzed the likely fiscal 
effects of a rise in the eligibility 
age, it found that it would save 
only $113 billion over the next 
decade and have little effect on 
the longer-run trajectory of Medi¬ 
care costs. 

Increasing premiums for the afflu¬ 
ent would yield even less; a 2010 
study by the budget office put 
the 10-year savings at only about 
$20 billion. 


Changing the inflation adjust¬ 
ment for Social Security would 
save a bit more - by my estimate, 
about $185 billion over the next 
decade. But put it all together, 
and the things McConnell was 
talking about would amount 
to only a bit over $300 billion in 
budget savings - a fifth of what 
Obama proposes in revenue 
gains. 

The point is that when you put 
Republicans on the spot and 
demand specifics about how 
they’re going to make good on 
their posturing about spending 
and deficits, they come up emp¬ 
ty. There’s no there there. 

And there never was. Republi¬ 
cans claim to be for much small¬ 
er government, but as a political 
matter they have always at¬ 
tacked government spending in 
the abstract, never coming clean 
with voters about the reality that 
big cuts in government spending 
can happen only if we sharply 
curtail very popular programs. In 
fact, less than a month ago the 
Romney/Ryan campaign was at¬ 
tacking Obama for, yes, cutting 
Medicare. 

Now Republicans find themselves 
boxed in. With taxes scheduled 
to rise on Jan. 1 in the absence 
of an agreement, they can’t play 
their usual game of just saying no 
to tax increases and pretending 
that they have a deficit reduc¬ 
tion plan. 

And the president, by refusing 
to help them out by proposing 
GOP-friendly spending cuts, has 
deprived them of political cover. 
If Republicans really want to slash 
popular programs, they will have 
to propose those cuts themselves. 
So while the fiscal cliff - still a bad 
name for the looming austerity 
bomb, but I guess we’re stuck 
with it - is a bad thing from an 
economic point of view, it has 
had at least one salutary political 
effect. For it has finally laid bare 
the con that has always been at 
the core of the GOP’s political 
strategy. □ 
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US brothel owner raises 
profile with election win 



Lance Gilman, the owner of the Mustang Ranch, in McCarran, Nev. Gilman was recently elected 
to the Storey County Board of Commissioners. (Max Whittaker/The New York Times) 


MALIA WOLLAN 
© 2012 New York Times 
SPARKS, Nev. - Sex for sale 
aside, brothels here tend 
to be modest businesses: 
shoddy buildings kept out 
of sight in rural areas, on 
the outskirts of town or 
camouflaged in a thicket 
of cottonwood trees. 

But the inconspicuous was 
thrust into the spotlight last 
month with the election of 
Lance Gilman, owner of 
the country’s first licensed 
brothel, to a seat on the 
Storey County Board of 
Commissioners. 

“Nevadans don’t care 
about brothels,” said Gil¬ 
man, 68, proprietor of the 
Mustang Ranch. “It's ev¬ 
erybody else who gets so 
excited." 

Storey County covers 262 
square miles of high des¬ 
ert and sagebrush east of 
Reno, and Gilman, an in¬ 
dustrial developer originally 
from San Diego, owns near¬ 
ly 65 percent of the county. 
On that land, Gilman and 
his business partner are cre¬ 
ating what they bill as the 
largest industrial park in the 
world. 

Gilman expects that once 
the project is complete, 
some 150,000 people will 
work in the park, nearly 40 
times the county’s current 
population. Already 1,800 
trucks arrive each day to 
Wal-Mart and PetSmart dis¬ 
tribution centers here. 

And at the edge of all that 
workaday commerce, just 
17 miles from Reno, Gil¬ 
man's brothel traffics in af¬ 
ter-hours pleasures. 
Whether the product is sex, 
manufacturing or Internet 
server farms, Gilman is a 
tree-market kind of guy. 
“I’m focused on keep¬ 
ing this place pro-business 
and not regulating our little 
county to death,” he said. 
Gilman is one of a new 
breed of brothel owners in 
Nevada, newcomers who 
made their fortunes in other 
industries and who are not 
afraid of publicity. He is be¬ 
lieved to be the first brothel 
owner to be elected to 
public office in the state, 
and his run made some in 
the legal sex industry ner¬ 
vous. 


George Flint, a lobbyist for 
the Nevada Brothel Own¬ 
ers Association, said: “I’m of 
the old school, I believe the 
best way to survive in this 
business is to stay low pro¬ 
file. These new guys come 
in and assume that with le¬ 
gality comes acceptability, 
they don't have an under¬ 
standing of the industry’s 
fragileness." 

Still, licensed brothels like 
the Mustang Ranch enjoy 
wide support across rural 
Nevada. More than half 
those surveyed in a state¬ 
wide poll in 2011 said they 
thought prostitution should 
be legal. 

“You can’t hold it against 
a person that they're in¬ 
volved in a profession that’s 
been in existence since be¬ 
fore Jesus walked around 
in his sandals," said Corrie 
Northan, 46, a bartender at 
the Bucket of Blood Saloon 
in Virginia City, the county 
seat. “This state was formed 
from gambling, drinking 
and brothels and there’s 
no shame in that.” 

During his campaign, Gil¬ 


man knocked on the doors 
of some 1,500 county resi¬ 
dents, and he says just two 
people even mentioned his 
brothel and only to compli¬ 
ment him. 

Prostitution has been a 
mainstay in Storey County 
since the discovery of sil¬ 
ver ore here in 1859. Men 
arrived from all over the 


country, and by 1860 wom¬ 
en made up just 5 percent 
of the city's population. 
“There have been brothels 
in these towns continuously 
since they were founded,” 
said Barbara Brents, a soci¬ 
ology professor at the Uni¬ 
versity of Nevada, Las Ve¬ 
gas, who studies the state’s 
sex industry. 

“Brothels are legal now be¬ 
cause counties codified 
what was already here." 


Under state law, counties 
with fewer than 400,000 res¬ 
idents can license brothels, 
ruling out only Clark Coun¬ 
ty, home to Las Vegas, and 
Washoe County, which in¬ 
cludes Reno. 

Of the state’s 17 counties, 
10 or so contain licensed 
brothels. 

Some 23 legal brothels cur¬ 


rently operate in Nevada, 
though the number fluc¬ 
tuates seasonally. Before 
2008, these brothels had 
about 500,000 customers a 
year, bringing in $250 mil¬ 
lion annually. 

When the recession hit, 
those revenues fell by half, 
according to the brothel 
owners’ group. 

The Mustang Ranch is 
among the largest legal 
brothels in the state. Dur¬ 


ing the pre-recession years, 
it employed as many as 80 
prostitutes, with up to 250 
customers a day. 

This location is something of 
a second chance for the 
Mustang Ranch. 

In 1971, the ranch became 
the first licensed brothel in 
the country under the own¬ 
ership of Joe Conforte, a 


flamboyant Sicilian who 
fled to Brazil in 1990 after 
the Internal Revenue Ser¬ 
vice charged him with tax 
evasion. 

The federal government 
eventually seized the 
land under the brothel 
and in 2003 auctioned 
off the name and build¬ 
ings on eBay, where Gil¬ 
man snapped them up for 
$145,100 and, using a heli¬ 
copter, moved them to a 
new location. 

The expanded accom¬ 
modations reopened un¬ 
der the management of a 
madam, Susan Austin, 62, 
who met Gilman when he 
picked her out of a lineup 
of “working girls" at anoth¬ 
er brothel. 

“Storey County has been 
kind to us and we've been 
kind to Storey County,” Aus¬ 
tin said. “If you do prostitu¬ 
tion correctly, in a clean, 
regulated and controlled 
way, it’s a benefit to the 
community.” 

On a recent afternoon, 
34 prostitutes were at the 
brothel. A group of scant¬ 
ily clad women welcomed 
customers at the bar, while 
others wandered around 
the back rooms in pajamas 
and fluffy slippers. 

“I don’t have any prob¬ 
lem with prostitution,” said 
Marshall McBride, 55, who 
joined Gilman as a newly 
elected member of the 
three-seat county commis¬ 
sion. “In the past, brothels 
have been an economic 
driver in this county and 
now Lance Gilman is the 
economic driver."0 



Prostitutes Carrera, left, and Jaylynn, right, at Lance Gilman's Mustang Ranch in Sparks, Nev. 

(Max Whittaker/The New York Times) 
















